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The Materials and Methods of Abe Kobo’s

“Hogoshoku (Protective Coloration)”:
An Expression of Surrealism and Marxist Theory

Yuki SASAKI

Abstract

This paper intends to examine the background of “Hogoshoku (Protective Coloration)” written by
Abe Kobo, a renowned postwar generation writer. Why was this work not published in Gunzo, a belletristic
literature magazine, as Abe had hoped? This paper focuses on a letter written by Abe to Ishikawa Jun and
investigates the facts surrounding it.

The results showed that Abe learned the “methodology” of Surrealism from Apollinaire and Lévy-
Bruhl and absorbed the “inclination” of Marxist theory from Pannekoek. When he presented this work, the
previous regime with its strict censorship rules had already ended. However, as Gunzo had been launched
under that regime, the publisher was unwilling to publish a work that showed Abe’s “thoughts” in a way that
criticized the “authorities.”

Another important point is that almost all of Abe’s writings after “Hogoshoku” were published in
newspapers and magazines. Abe gained significantly more opportunities to publish his literature in a wider
range of media after he obtained a position as a scholar of literature for the Communist Party. Around the
same time, he also started gathering information about myths and fairy tales. He wrote stories based on this
information and attempted to reflect his thoughts through them. This was also the reason for his eventual
success. This paper proposes that Abe might have found a new way of writing that suited him better owing to

his experiences with “Hogoshoku”.
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ex-Project Assistant Professor, KUASU / The International Center, Kyoto University)

19





