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The Completion of Productive System of Xiaozi Culture on the
Complex Media Environment: Focus on the Foray into Media
Industry of 1980s’ Elite College Students

WU Jiangcheng

This research investigated the generating conditions of Xiaozi Culture, which is considered the new
middle-class culture in modern China. Filling the gap of overlook on a complex media environment in
previous research, we analyzed the movement and activities of the 1980s’ elite college students who
became most of the media producers and produced Xiaozi culture since 1990s. The productive system of
Xiaozi Culture which is made up of middle-class newspapers/magazines, Internet, and Xiaozi books was
illuminated. Newspapers/magazines center on the system with Internet functioning as their supplement
and Xiaozi books functioning as a receptor. The system is commercialized not only because of the
industrialization of the media industry but also due to the foray into the media industry of the 1980s’ elite
college students. They commercialized the anti-commercial culture which originates from intellectuals

and transformed it into middle-class culture with the cultural capital that they acquired during the 1980s.
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