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Recognition of the Dakshina Bharat Hindi Prachar Sabha as an
Institute of National Importance

KOJIMA Mizuki

This paper examines the Central government's intention in recognizing the Dakshina Bharat Hindi Prachar
Sabha, which has conducted Hindi language educational activities in South India as a private organization,
as a Central government-administered institution of higher education classified as an Institute of National
Importance. To examine the background of this recognition, the language policies established by the
Central government, higher education institutions established or recognized by the Central government,
the institution’s Hindi language education activities as a private organization, and the debate in the
parliament of India on the appropriateness of recognition were analyzed. It was found that the institution
has two characteristics: undertaking activities in line with the Central government’s language policies,
which seek to strengthen the statue of Hindi while respecting other languages and strengthening unity
between North India and South India by promoting development of both Hindi and South Indian languages.
The Central government’s intention was to make the institute, which relates to North Indian language and
South Indian languages, an Institute of National Importance, thereby turning it into a symbol of unity

between North and South India.
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