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Abstract

Tinuma Jiro (1918-2005) was a professor at the Institute for Research in Humanities, Kyoto
University. In his book Fudo and History, he advocates a dynamic theory of fzzdo in contrast to the
static theory of fudo. As is well known, Watsuji Tetsuro explained the fudo of East Asia in details,
but he did not mention the fido of Southwest Asia. At the beginning of Fudo and History, linuma
introduces his observations in Baghdad. linuma wonders why this region, which was the
wealthiest and most industrially developed in the world thousands of years ago, has been left
behind in a corner of the world as a poor, underdeveloped region. Recently, the concept of the
“global south” has been attracting attention, but in the end, is the imbalance between the north
and south determined by fudo? linuma says, “My interest in climate did not begin with my
travels in South-West Asia. On the contrary, it was my interest in climate that spurred me to
travel in South-West Asia. However, until I saw the climate of South-West Asia, my theory of
climate was, so to speak, nothing more than an armchair theory.” In this paper, I would like to
discuss the theories of fitdo by linuma, Watsuji (1889-1960), Hung Yao-hsiin (1918-2005) and
Augustin Berque (1942-), and consider the possibility of a new theory of fitdo.
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