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LOCAL ASSETS AS ARTIFACTS AND
A RESIDENT’S IDENTITY FORMATION:
CATEGORY-SELECTION-MODEL APPROACH

Hitomu KOTANI and Muneta YOKOMATSU

This study formulates a model for analyzing the structure where a person’s relationship with local
culture or assets creates an identity of local residents. First, this study formulates a model, interpreting
a person’s identity formation as her/his choice of a category among three categories: “Active Residents”,
“Emigrants”, and “the Apathetic”, which are respectively given different utility function. Then, the study
derives an optimal solution according to the degree of each person’s relationship with local assets and the
degree of her/his specialized skill for work. In addition, the study derives the distribution of each identity
in the community. Furthermore, the study extends the model to deal with some cases, for example, the
case of community relocation after a catastrophic disaster. Finally, the study statistically verifies the effect
of a person’s relationship with local assets on her/his identity formation, using questionnaire survey data

from residents in Shin-Onsen Town, Hyogo.
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