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The Invasions of the Goths in the Third Century

Fuminori INOUE

In the third century, the Roman Empire was repeatedly invaded by the Goths . In 251, the
Emperor Decius was defeated and Kkilled in Abrittus by the Gothic king Cniva; from the late
250’s on, the Goths again and again attacked the cities of Asia Minor from the sea; and in 268
the Goths carried out a large scale invasion, reaching as far as the Aegean Sea. According to
A. Alf6ldi and P. Heather, the Goths appeared in the Black Sea region during the third century,
having migrated from the Baltic Sea region. Through the impetus of these migrations, the
Goths invaded the Roman Empire through a series of raids.

In this article, by examining each of these invasions individually, the author draws the
following conclusions: Firstly, that the Goths were not newcomers in the Black Sea region but
formed in that region, similarly to the Franks and Alammani, and that they raided the Empire
not through the impetus of migrations but by taking advantage of the military crisis caused
by the Sassanids. It is no coincidence that the Sassanid civil war in the 270s began when the
Gothic invasions ended. Secondly, that during the third century, the Goths were no more than
one of many invaders of the Roman Empire. It was probably not until the fourth century that
the Goths became the dominant power in the Black Sea region, and we must be cautious not to

adopt a Goths-centric view.



