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Destruction of a burial mound suggested from the
provenancial analysis and fracture mechanical
examination of its deposited haniwa figures

Towmu Makoto

Abstract: Aiming at providing a way to understand the process and reason for breakage of
archaeological remains prior to excavation, this paper examines, as a case study, how and why haniwa
figures of the middle Kofun period (late 5th century AD) which were recently excavated from ditches
at the No. 8 burial of the Yoshida-Nihonmatsu burial cluster in the northeast part of the Kyoto basin,
were fragmented. The basic method is composed of both provenancial, or in situ, analysis, and fracture
mechanism study. At first, based on the distribution of the fragments of haniwa figures, the original
landscape of the burial with haniwa decoration is reconstructed. Then, each of the six, best preserved
cylindrical and house-shaped haniwa figures is investigated in order to reconstruct the processes of
both the breakage and deposition of these figures by collating the provenancial information of its
largest cluster of sherds with their original position within the figure before breakage. and
subsequently by reading the fracture lines to speculate the extent and/or strength of loading to the
body of the figure. This inductive approach can demonstrate that both the burial mound and its
decorating haniwa figures were intentionally destroyed, at least in some parts, by people of the past.
Additionally, this destruction can be dated back to the Kofun period (6-7th century) as the fill of the
ditch of other burials in the same cluster is overlapped by a posthole of a Nara period structure, and
because the degree of weathering of the surface of these haniwa figures is far lower than that of many
others recovered from burials that were destroyed during the Nara period in other areas

Keywords: Provenancial analysis: fracture mechanism; burial mound:; haniwa; breakage.





