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Reconstructing Heidegger’s Concept of Being

by
Yasuaki Kmviyima

Associate Professor,
Graduate School of Humanities,
Hosei University

The purpose of this paper is to reconstruct Heidegger’s concept of being.
Reconstruction here is one way of interpreting a text that meets the following
conditions: (i) it does not use the author’s own words, at least those that cannot
be understood on first reading, but instead uses words that the interpreter has
defined themselves; (i) it does not merely convey the author’s claims, but also
tries to show whether they are valid or not.

Why, then, does Heidegger’s concept of being need such a reconstruction? It
is, of course, because Heidegger’s concept of being is esoteric and his own
discussion of it is considered inadequate, but that is not the only reason.

Heidegger’s concept of being is something he received from ancient Greek
philosophy through his interpretations of Parmenides, Plato, Aristotle, and
others. In particular, in Being and Time, Heidegger attributes the origin of his
concept of being to Parmenides.

On the other hand, Heidegger’s interpretation of Greek philosophy has often
been criticized for its purportedly strained argument. Despite this, Heidegger
scholars have a tendency to place unconditional trust in Heidegger’s
interpretation of Greek philosophy. As a result, Heidegger’s interpretation of
the concept of being as derived from Parmenides is often simply assumed in
Heidegger studies: according to Heidegger, being in Greek philosophy means
presence (Anwesenheit). However, as long as this identification of being with
presence is simply assumed, Heidegger’s own thought, which is based on this
concept of being, would remain unclear in a crucial point.

For these reasons, this paper reconstructs Heidegger’s concept of being with
the aim of demonstrating the validity of this identifitcition. What is intended
here by “Heidegger’s concept of being” is the concept of being that he seems
to have held at least during the 1920s and 1930s. It is this concept of being that
gave Heidegger inspiration for Being and Time, and at the same time, it gave
this work the one-sidedness which he tried to overcome from 1930s onward.
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