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The Representation of Bath Time in Kore—eda’s Films,
or the Lack Thereof in Distance (2001)

Hirenori ITOH

Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies,

Kyato University, Kyoto 606-8501 Japan

Summary  This paper sheds light on the function of taking baths in Hirokazu Kore-eda’s films. Section |
demonstrates that throughout his filmography, bathing creates intimate relationships between characters. The
function of baths is linked with the theme of families without blood relationships, one of the most important
subject themes of Kore-eda’s works. His characters create familics by taking baths together (Maborosi
1995 ; Nobody Knows 2004 ; Hana 2006 ; Stili Walking 2008). Contrarily, taking a bath alone represents the
solitudes of the character (Afier Life 1999 ; Still Waiking ; Like Father, Like Son 2013 ; Our Little Sister
2015 ; After the Siorm 2016). Based on this argument, scction 2 examines Distance (2001), This film
completely lacks a bath scenc. [t depicts the disorder of intimate relationships, and the lack of bath scencs
cmbodies this theme. Yet, Distanee substitutes the seene of swimming pools with the bath scenes and thereby
articulates the relationship belween water and intimacy as ather Kore-eda films do.



