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On the Sense of ‘Experiment’ in the Second Preface of Critique of
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In this article I comment on the seven places in which the term ‘Experiment’ is used in the Second Preface
of Kant’s Critique of Pure Reason (1787). While scholars have interpreted these uses in accordance with
the so-called ‘experimental method’ in the modern natural sciences, I focus here on research into uses of
the term ‘Experiment’ by Kant and his contemporaries, in order to clarify Kant’s own intention and
contribution.

Kant uses the term ‘Experiment’ in the second preface in connection with two aspects, i. e., the
central thought of the ‘Critique’ itself and the method of verification. The former has been much
discussed especially with regards to Kant’s so-called ‘Copernican Revolution’ (or ‘Expemental-
Hineinlegen,” particularly in Japanese Kant interpretation since Kousaka (1929)), but this discussion
has not contributed much to the understanding of experiment itself, nor to textual interpretation. The
latter aspect, on the other hand, demonstrates Kant’s ingenuity.

This second kind of experiment verifies the metaphysical, just as empirical experiment verifies the
physical. Moreover, Kant addresses the circumstances under which the experiment is carried out, and
recognizes them as necessary for verification of the metaphysical hypothesis. Considering the situation of
metaphysics today, there may be lessons to be learned from Kant’s procedure.



