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How political capital contributes to a stratified rural China:

based on investigation in Z village, Anhui province, China

g2 [fE (CHAI XiangNan, H2\) « LHARA)

[Abstract] Inter-convert among different kinds of capital, based on Bourdieu’s capital theory, is
possible in reality. As for rural China, political capital, an important role under current CCP political
system, could bring about economic and cultural capitals for capital owners. Always, elites on
political as well as public affairs in rural areas are more able to be political capital owners. And they
can earn more money than the average villagers inasmuch as more chances to achieve economic
capital. Hence, such capital-chain brings about an economic stratification in rural China. In addition,
as an outside cause, current process of urbanization in China exerts its influence on such stratification
through unequal distribution of political capital. How to solve this stratification issue? It seems that,
the famous Huaxi way, towards a more equal rural society with increase of wealth, can be, at least
superficially, a right solution. However, in fact it can not unfortunately. The only way is to build a
modern public sphere in rural China to defend the tremendous influence of political capital. However,

under the current political system, there exists a dilemma in front of rural China.

[Key words] Empirical research; Rural China; Political capital; Economic stratification;

Huaxi Model; Public sphere
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Emerging Chinese Public Sphere in Multi-ethnic Malaysia:
A Case Study of the Hungry Ghost Festival and Philanthropic Activities
#BH HEF (SAKURADA, Ryoko)

The Hungry Ghost Festival is the most popular folk ritual festivity practiced in Chinese
communities in Southeast Asia. Traditionally, Chinese have considered the seventh month of the
Chinese lunar calendar as the ‘ghost month’ in which ghosts, spirits, and deceased ancestors are
believed to migrate from the lower realm of the dead to visit their living descendants who pay them
homage and request their protection.

This short paper is based on fieldwork conducted in Johor, Malaysia in the summer of 2012.
By referring to brief ethnographic data of the Hungry Ghost Festival as practiced in a Chinese
community of an average modern housing estate located in a Johor suburb, I will discuss how this
extremely ethnic and intimate ritual event came to acquire significance as a public celebration for

its support of community and philanthropic traits.
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