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Laterality in the spontaneous behaviors of

free-ranging Japanese macaques (Macaca

fuscata)

Linda A. Turner, Kyoto University, Faculty of

Science, Department of Zoology, Laboratory

of Human Evolution Studies

Study site : Iwatayama Monkey Park,

Arashiyama, Kyoto, Japan
Study dates : Oct 1992 — July 1993,
Sept —November 1993

The spontaneous behaviors of members of the
free-ranging Arashiyama E troop of Japanese
monkeys were observed over a period of 14
months. Subjects were 89 adult, subadult and ju-
venile male and female monkeys, and 22 male and
female infants born in 1993. Most monkeys dis-
played no significant hand preferences in their
manual activities, although a slight right hand
preference for both combined touching of the in-
animate environment and combined hand and
foot responses directed to their own bodies was
observed. No significant interactions were de-
tected between hand preference and age or sex.
Six out of 22 mother monkeys displayed statisti-
cally significant hand preferences when cradling
and reaching for their newborn infants. Infants
had both nipple and positional preferences on the
mother's ventrum, although most were not sig-
nificant. Both the strength and direction of the
mother's cradling preferences and their infants’
preferred position on the ventrum were signifi-
cantly correlated. There was a significant
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increase in the percentage of left hand use by
mothers when they reached for infants when ei-
ther the mother or the infant appeared to be
under stress. The above findings do not support
any of the currently existing hypotheses for
nonhuman primate laterality.
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