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The Nobility in the Anglo-Norman Realm

NaxaMura Atsuko

The firm relationship between medieval England and Normandy which
John Le Patourel emphasized in The Norman Empire (1976) and other
works dramatically changed the standard model of an insular medieval
England. In 1066, William, Duke of Normandy led the Norman conquest
of England and established the so-called “ Anglo-Norman Realm.” The
realm consisted of two regions, one on either side of the English
Channel. Had the Anglo-Norman Realm consolidated medieval England
and Normandy as firmly as Le Patourel asserted ? Did the two regions
in fact form a single political entity?

When examining medieval realms, it is important to remember their
differences from modern nations, and to keep in mind that they were
founded on accumulated layers of groups of people. For this reason, it
can be said that the nobility. formed the top layer and thus one of
the most important components of the medieval realm. By studying the
nobility, we can learn about one side of the Anglo-Norman Realm.

In this paper, the auther has focused on the Anglo-Norman nobility
with the intention of giving a picture of their activities as a whole,
considering also the relatiobship between the nobility and the monarch.
To this end, she has carried out a statistical study of chronicles and
chater evidence. The auther concludes that the Anglo-Norman nobility
adapted to the unique characteristics of regions within England and
Normandy to form a governing class full of variety.

Michael Il and the “ Gefolgschaft ”’—The Emperor and the
Ruling Structure in the Ninth-century Byzantine Empire

Kosavasur Isao

H.-G. Beck, the German scholar of the Byzantine Empire, explained
the Byzantine social structure by using the term “ Gefolgschaft (Fol-
lowing).” He asserted that Byzantine society had very high social
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mobility, and for this reason, a stabilized ruling class could not take
shape. The “Gefolgschaft” of Emperor Michael III (842-867) plays an
important role in Beck’s argument.

Beck’s analysis has had a significant influence upon the study of
Byzantine society. But his approach has its own shortcomings, some of
which can be addressed with the help of more recent scholarship, like
that of F. Winkelmann. In this paper, the author builds on Winkel-
mann’s work and considers the influence of the “Gefolgschaft” upon
ninth-century Byzantine social structure. This paper makes it clear that
Michael III's “Gefolgschaft” consisted in fact of high-ranking officials.

Accordingly, Beck’s theory that the Byzantine Empire was characte-
rized by high social mobility does not fit the reign of Michael IIL
Instead, it can be seen that high-ranking officials played important
political roles during Michael III's reign; these officials could even
become an obstacle to an emperor who wanted to rule by his own will
alone. This raises the question of how Michael III dealt with high
officials and administered the empire. This paper demonstrates that in
order to have his own way, Michael III constructed an extensive kinship
network, within which he occupied the dominant position, and further
formed a group of close associates who were high officials and were
faithful to his will. Through the use of strategies, Michael III suc-
ceeded both in imposing his own administrative will and in preserving
a stable ruling structure.

The Ceremony of Appointment at the Imperial Palace
(dairi ninkangi WEMEEHR) and the List of Appointees
(kaninjinrekimet T AJE4) in Eighth and Ninth
century Japan

NisgmmoTo Masahiro -

The ceremony through which higher bureaucrats of the ancient court
were appointed to office is called the ceremony of appointment, ninkangi
L& 4. With the aim of reconstructing the eighth-century version of this
ceremony, Shohachi Hayakawa has done extensive work on the relevant
texts, and has proved that many parts of the documents concerning the
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