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The effects of the listener’s involvement on understanding metaphors about emotion

Ryunosuke Oka (Graduate School of Education, Kyoto University)
Takashi Kusumi (Graduate School of Education, Kyoto University)

The purposes of this study were to examine the effect of a listener’s involvement on a speaker’s

metaphor production and on a third person’s metaphor appraisal of emotional and politeness intensity.

In Study 1, participants (NV=119) were assigned to both an involved condition (a speaker is supposed to

explain his/her emotion to a listener who aroused the speaker’s emotion) and a not-involved condition,

and asked to make metaphors that expressed his/her worst lecture and cooking experiences. In Study
2, participants (N=24) were asked to rate the negative emotional intensity of metaphors which were

collected in Study 1 as readers of those metaphors. In Study 3, participants (NV=167) were asked to rate

the harshness and indirectness of the metaphors, again as readers of those metaphors. Results showed

that there were metaphors specific to each of the involved and not-involved conditions. In addition,

metaphors produced in the involved condition were rated higher in harshness and negative emotional

intensity, and lower in indirectness of expression, compared to metaphors created in the not-involved

condition.
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Ty 465 0.96 5.32 0.83 5.84 0.88
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) 1: T2 F)ELABV-T: ETLZHIKL B,
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S BN L D DHBMEPEREICKRE P72 (B
e, HHGHE b ps<.05),
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(F,(2,330) =26.10, p<.001, 7. =.14; F,(2, 64) =1.85,
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BWEBE
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ABERAS, AAT 4 T IEIERRERI R LT & T8
MHHTH LRI B 2 G HIROFHIIC b @ T
LA RIE L7z,

W2 LWF2E312B W T, BIE 1 Z O RN IR A
Ed Vo RN (B & FoL5EM) o L THE
HENZDIIZOWTHISL ENTW oz, T1UCDH
PhbOLT, ATT 4 THREEOME (W5E2) i
BOME (F7E3) 128\ TR Ik O A o 41 [
THELREVNALNZ, 2O L, SATICRNT
SNBMED, 5 LT8R IS A D 72 & ol i
RPEEORES, B/RENEE RO A2 SHEN L
TWAHWHEEZRIEL T 5,

S TEFLIROB L AT S E2HHEL LT, &
L F 0 RIBUAD 72 G E RIS ORE 2 M L <
W2 EEEEAYE 2 5B, McGlone, Beck, & Pfiester
(2006, Study 1) &, AH T 1 7R EEIZOWTOW
M E R L LR AAZIT, BRI L
T B EDOREED, KHOBLALT S (JEik
A DT 7 EVZHE L7z 8mntE) & v IE oM
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