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Abstract

This paper aims to shed light on the issue of familialism, which is manifestly or potentially
embedded in various policies concerning children in Japanese society, and to propose
“de-familialization” as a solution. First, the paper argues that because of the reliance on
familialism as the basis of policies concerning children, the terms “family” and “home” have
almost become magic catchphrases, with discrepancies in their interpretation across different
policies. To deal with this issue, the paper will delve into the debate over the definition of
“family” within the field of family sociology. It will then highlight the difficulties that must be
faced in view of policies which set “family” and “home” as preconditions for providing social
security or social welfare. In conclusion, the paper argues that a two-fold approach to
“de-familialization” is necessary to solve these issues. It also suggests that a shift from deductive
thinking to inductive thinking is required in order to achieve “de-familialization.”
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