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Food Production in India:

A Comparison with China and the U.S.

KAWASHIMA Hiroyuki

Abstract

Food production in India was compared with food production in China and the United States. It
is increasing steadily, although the cereal production of India is less than that of China and the
United States. Since the amount of nitrogen fertilizer consumption has increased, the grain yield
has increased. As a result, cereal production has increased.

Unlike China, although the economy developed, the quantity of per capita meat
consumption did not increase in India. The amount of milk consumption is increasing in recent
years; the consumption rate is still about 1/3 of that of the United States. Intake of fish is low too.
Indians have a low protein intake in comparison with that of other countries. This is considered to
be due to the influence of religion and the gastronomic culture.

Since the demand for meat does not increase, the demand for feed grain does not increase.
On the other hand, since cereal production has increased steadily, India can export grain in the 21st
century. India often suffered food crises in the 20th century, but this situation has improved.

Because the population growth rate is falling, the food situation in India will continue to

improve in the future.
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