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SURVEY OF THE HISTORICAL SOCIOLOGY
ON LABOR: |
ITS PROGRESS IN POST-WAR JAPAN

Keiji FUJTYOSHI

The study on labor, especially on that in the modern industrial factories, is
often made with the purpose of finding a solution to its 'misery’. This purpose, however,
tends to lead the study to inquire WHAT IT SHOULD BE, rather than WAHT IT
IS, and to take the realities for negative. This tendency could also be observed in
the labor study in modern Japan. For the study in both pre-war and post-war Japan,
one of the most important aims is the amelioration of working conditions and labor
environments. To place the focus on the labor is, in many studies, to intend to
solve the labor problem, from whatever point of view. The former aimed it to prevent
the socialistic ideology from spreading over the Imperial Japan, and to ensure the
labor in order and zeal. The latter, by contrast, has often aimed the betterment of
working conditions for the 'liberation' of workers.

In this current of studies on the theme, The Historical Study of the Labor
Management in Japan written by Hiroshi HAZAMA in 1964 can be regarded as epoch-
making one in the sense that the actual conditions of workers in the modern factories
in Japan from the beginning of Meiji era to the beginning of Showa had been closely
studied on the basis of exhaustive research into documents accumulated in the academic
world, the administrative agencies, and the industrial world itself. It threw light on
the historical origin and the actual state of the paternalism or Onjo-shugi, which had
been praised as the Japanese characteristic concept of labor management time after
time in the pre-war studies, and which can be seen as one of the origins of the
argument as to Japanese Management System. This study took a role to promote
the closer and more positivistic point of view to the labor world.

With the fruit of Hasama's work as one of the momentum, some labor studies
follow afterwards that have tried to inquire to the workers' subjective realities which
had played important parts in molding the characteristic style of management, or Japanese
Management System. An approach in this way is significant in labor studies because

it enable to find the compatible properties of the modern Japanese labor management
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with workers' collective mentality.

The sociological study on the Japanese modern industrial labor world with the
use of the historical and positive point of view can be considered as valid to realize
the way of life and thought of workers in our modern society through the seize of

relations they had in their everyday-work.

From Self-defeat and Dependence
to Independence:
The Paradox of Compulsive Autonomy
in the Modern Society

Toshinari KAMBARA

The norm of modern society is "autonomy", "self-control”. But it causes
self-defeat and dependence. R. Girard says that the desire for autonomy is the imitation
of another's. The superiority of the "model=rival" is the evidence of the worth of
his or her desire. So, by connecting masochistic and dependent relationship, he or
she makes sure of his or her pride. Addiction (codependence, alcoholism etc) is
such self-defeating behavior. And addictive behavior orients "nonlife". Modern rationalism
itself denies "nature" and "life".

But such modern compulsive norm contains the possibility of its destruction.
For example,eating disorder is both the typical phenomenon of modernity (the norm
of "self-control") and the "resistance" to it. And sexual masochism of men is the
defeat of the norm of autonomy. '

When addictive or codependent person confronts "nonlife", or "hits the bottom",
he or she can feel "life felt". The members of AA (Alcoholics Anonymous) surrender
theirselves to the God (the Higher Power), and they become free from their burden
of "will power". So they can be in sympathy with other members. And AA itself
makes efforts not to be spoilt by codependent relationship and wholism.

But we can't completely be free from codependent relationship or wholism.
And we shouldn't be lost in the "ecstasy" of sympathetic feeling. Recognising such

things, we can live not compulsive lives, and we can feel our natural "life feit" and
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