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The Function of ueta&d in Simone Weil:
Reconsidering the Concept of Relation

IKEDA Hanako

Presently, we often think that various problems in educational environment, such as
bullying and truancy, result from the dilution of human relations in our daily lives. In
such contexts, we tend to think that the concept of relation is something substantial-
something we can actively and manipulatively deal with. However, in order to grasp
the invisible aspect of the relation, we should take a different approach. This article
casts new light on the concept of relation by reexamining Weil's idea about uxezafd.
By using the Greek preposition geta&d as a noun, she shows us the importance of
"medium" or "mediation" in our encounters with the other whom we may not recognize
easily. Such encounters put us into the state of confusion and conflict. It is the
function of petrafd that gives us energy to tolerate it. In the following, first, our
daily lives will be discussed as the state of oblivion of relation. Next, examining her
usage of petafD, another possibility entailed by the concept of relation will be
revealed.
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