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The realization that drought is a serious issue in Vietnam came when droughts continue
to occur frequently with significant impacts to socio-economic conditions. The aim of the
research is to understand the linkages between climate change and drought and its impacts
on local livelihoods and social-economic conditions. The strategy and policy options for
drought risk management are formulated for the government and local community based
on the results.

The thesis is divided into 3 parts and consists of 8 chapters. Part | includes chapter
one, chapter two and chapter three. This part provides the background information related
to the research. Part Il explains the issues and challenges of drought risk management
and climate change adaptation in South Central Vietnam by presenting the results of case
studies in the Lower Mekong Region. This part includes chapter four and chapter five.
Part Ill analyzes the policy and strategy for drought risk management in South Central
Vietnam. This part includes chapters six, seven and eight.

Chapter one introduces the problem statement which the research aims to address. This
chapter describes the climate change issues especially the increase of hydro-meteorological
disasters, drought and its impacts. It also describes the objectives, methodology and a
brief profile of the research locations. It then provides the outline of the thesis structure.

Chapter two provides the background knowledge of drought, drought definitions and the
theory of drought risk management. This chapter provides an overview of climate change
and its consequences at global level and the theory of climate change adaptation.

Chapter three reviews drought risk management and climate change adaptation in
Vietnamand discusses the information on drought events and its impacts, the strategy and
drought risk management status at national level. The prediction of climate change and its
future impacts in Vietnam are also described. This chapter examines the national policy
and institutional aspect of climate change adaptation and drought risk management
particularly gaps and challenges.

Chapter four provides evidences of climatic changes and droughts in the Lower Mekong
Region with the main focus on South Central Vietnam. Climate change trends, climate
variations and four types of droughts are presented and discussed in this chapter.

Chapter five presents the impacts of drought on different aspects of environment, social
and economic issues at local level. This chapter also discusses drought risk management in
South Central Vietnam with information about the roles of governments, local communities
and NGOs on drought risk management.

Chapter six provides policy options for drought risk management and climate change
adaptation on the identification of the root causes of drought impacts at local level. Strategy
at different levels is identified in this chapter with emphasis on establishing a National
Platform for drought risk management, climate change adaptation at national level, and a
drought community at local level.

Chapter seven presents the main findings of the research and based on that, it discusses
the outstanding issues which need to be addressed in order to make a clear policy for
drought risk management and climate change adaptation at all levels. Some specific
measures for drought risk management are documents and analyzed: community based
plantation, micro credit facilities, establishment of fodder banks, low water grassland
development, and livelihood diversification. These measures need support from local
governments in terms of small scale irrigation, land use management and health support
systems.

Chapter 8 summarizes the key findings of the research and provides suggestions toward
drought risk management and climate change adaptation in the South Central Vietnam.
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