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Characteristics of Utilization and Distribution of
Sagalien Fir (Abies sachlinensis Mast) and
Yezo-Spruce (Picea jezoensis Carr) in Hokkaido
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Résumé

Although sagalien fir and yezo-spruce are valuable timber resorces in Japan,they are hardly
appreciated as high as they should be.

There are four significant factors to be recognized related to this unfortunate fact. 1) The
two species are always stacked mixed together during the sales of sawlogs and lumber. 2)
The length of these sawlogs are not compatible with the needs of consumers. 3) High grade
sawlogs are quite often processed as common grade sawlogs. 4) The sawmill operators are
not aware of improving their operation to produce higher quality commodity.

The above is generally caused by the domestic log market which is sub-divided into the
relatively small and exclusive local markets, that is recognized as a crucial issue for the
domestic timber market.





