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throughout aristocratic society. From the latter half of the 11 century, in

the pardons carried out in the emperor’s name, there was often a move to
eliminate pardons for those related to the appeals of the shrines, but since
clemency for those punished as result of appeals by the shrines meant
obstructing the realization of divine will, this was a serious act betraying
divine wishes, and in this sense it roots were the same as those of the
strengthening of taboos on pollution. Pardons for those who faced
punishment as a result of the appeals of the shrines by the emperor whose
existence was profoundly linked to rites for native deities through the
offering rituals was a violation of the deities intent by the emperor and
showed an absence of proper respect for the deities. Being an act that might
invite the curses of the deities, these pardons had to avoided.

Strange phenomena at shrines were also portends for humans of the
possible occurrence of curses by the deities and signified an omen warning
them to prepare measures to deal with catastrophe. The curses of deities
were never unforeseen, and through these omens providing advance
warning, people could seek measures to avoid the curses that were attempts
to respond to the actions of such people. From the popularity of divinations
due to strange phenomena, one can clearly see a change in the character of
deities, i. e. the appearance of medieval deities who would respond to
appeals. The period from the first half of the 11* century to the middle of
the century that saw the increase in divination due to strange phenomena at
shrines was the turning point in the appearance of deities that could be
characterized as medieval

The Structure of the Division of Labor between Priests and Laity
at Funerals during Medieval Times and Changes Therein,
As Viewed through an Examination of [kké s0 zata

by
SHIMAZU Takeshi

This article attempts to clarify the structure of the division of labor for
funeral rites that were performed by Buddhist priests and laity and the
actual conditions of the change in Japanese medieval funeral rites.

(959 )



Past studies argued that those who took part in funeral rites, performing
the functions of nyikan (placing the body into a coffin), dabi (cremating the
corpse), shitkotsu (gathering the ashes) and so on, changed from ken-mitsu
(exoteric and esoteric) Buddhist priests who were affiliated with the core
ken-mitsu temples of Enryakuji, Kofukuji, Toji etc, to priests of the Zen,
Ritsu, and Nembutsu sects and that ken-mitsu priest concentrated on chéin
butsuji (Buddhist memorial services conducted during intermediate period,
chitin, between death and rebirth). In addition, it was understood that the
reason for this was that kesn-mitsu priests wished to avoid funeral rites that
would entail shoku’e (contact with the impurities of the dead). But this
understanding does not place sufficient weight on the participation of the
laity in funeral rites. This is particularly the case after the late 14™ century
when the practice of funeral rites that was so often described as tkkd sd zata,
which has been understood as all portions of funeral rites being conducted
completely by priests who had been charged with these duties by Zen, Ritsu,
or Nembutsu lineage temples, and thus the participation of the laity in
funeral rites was hardly considered. In other words, it is necessary to review
the form of funeral rites to see how they were conducted and practices
changed from the point of view of those who practiced funeral rites whether
they were priests or members of the laity.

As a result of having investigated the role of lay participation in funeral
rites from 9P century to 16% century, I have revealed that the form of
funeral rites in medieval Japan was a multi-tiered system that was
constituted of a supervisor who had performed all the rites of the ikko sg
zata and persons who managed each protocol and that changes occurred in
this multi-tiered system involving the laity and priests in each part.
Moreover, I have clarified that the chain butsuji in which ken-mitsu priests
specialized to avoid shoku’e were also actually places of shoku’e, and 1 also
point out that the reason that has been assumed responsible for this change
is not valid. Finally, I clarify that although participation in funerary rites
involved shoku’e, it was at the same time required by custom and filial duty
and therefore kern-mitsu, Zen-Ritsu, and Nembutsu priests, in other words
other, those who had taken the tonsure, as well as relatives and close lay
advisors, that is to say, members of the laity, faced impurity of death in each
place.
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