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Former Han dynasty especially in the period of the reign of Emperor Yuan involved
these two principles. The former principle clarified the problem of the absence of
the great ancestor of Emperor Gaozu, and the latter principle, by making the
ancestral temple of Gaozu permanent, created a system suited to the Han dynasty
substantially making it possible for the ancestral temple of Gaozu to replace that of
the great ancestor. The main issue in the controversy over the ancestral temple
system in this period had not begun as an argument over restrictions on the total
number of ancestral temples, so neither the theory of Zheng Xuan nor that of Wang
Su could be brought to bear. When Liu Xin ZI#k started his argument at the end of
the Former Han dynasty by dealing with restrictions on the total number of
ancestral temples, he also provided the impetus for distorting the meaning of
Zuxiaomiao as the ancestral temple of the great ancestor, and the ancestral temple
system contained in the “Jifa” had therefore accomplished its historical mission and
sank into oblivion.

As concerns the formative period of the “Jifa,” the wus: Hiit (five sacrifices of
the house) described by the “Jifa” are very different from the so-called wus:
composed of shi 2= (center of a house), zao #& (a cooking stove), men [ (a gate), hu
F (adoor) and xing 17 (a road), so we can presume that formation of the “Jifa” is
older than the formation of the so-called wusi. The Wusi Muzhu F.it K F (five
tablets for sacrifices of the house) and Bushi Daoci I #%iEiiil (divination and
prayer) records of the Baoshan Chu tomb, the Rishu H3E of Shuihudi Qin bamboo
slips, the Shierji + —#2 of the Lishichungiu, and other such materials show that at
the end of the Warring States period the combination of so-called wus: had already
appeared, so the formative period of the “Jifa” can be assumed to go back to the
Warring States period.

ON THE DIPLOMATIC TIES BETWEEN THE LIAO AND
THE WESTERN XIA, AS SEEN FROM THE VIEWPOINT OF
POLITICAL MARRIAGE

Fujino Tsukiko

In order to clarify the actual state of diplomatic policy regarding the marriage
by the Liao dynasty, this paper analyzes the frequent marriages between imperial
princesses of the Liao and kings of the Western Xia.



The marriage of Princess Yicheng %/ to Li Jigian Z5#§35% brought remarkable
political and economic benefit to the Liao. By giving sanction to Li Jigian's proposal
of marriage to the imperial princess, the Liao were able to consistently take the
initiative in the marriage. At the same time, the Liao expanded the power of Li
Jigian in giving sanction to his marriage to a princess, and were also able to restrain
the Northern Song. After allowing the princess to marry, those in neighboring
countries who showed hostility toward the Liao disappeared, and the Liao were able
to display their majesty. The Liao successfully constructed a self-centered
international order at that time by the marriage of the princess to Li Jigian.

In comparison with the earlier marriage of Princess Yicheng to Li Jigian, the
marriage of Princess Xingping #L7F to Li Yuanhao 25705 did not necessarily
deepen the friendship between the two countries in terms of diplomatic relations.
At that time, the Liao who had failed to capture Ganzhou and who additionally faced
an emergency with the death of Emperor Shengzong, were weary of the rising
power of the Western Xia, and thus had the real princess marry. Although the
couple did not get along, when the relationship with Northern Song is also
considered, one sees that the Liao were able to gain a dominant position in
international relations at that time by utilizing the marriage of the princess to
maximum effect.

The marriage of Princess Chengan &% to Li Qianshun Z=4Z)IE led to
unprecedentedly larger influence of the Liao to the Western Xia due to the birth of
the crown prince. Thereafter, relations between the two countries grew stronger,
and on the pretense of the marriage of the princess, the Liao would interfere in the
relations between the Northern Song and the Western Xia more than before.
Furthermore, the Western Xia reacted positively by sending reinforcements to the
Liao when the latter were attacked by the Jin. In short, the policy of marrying
princesses fully demonstrated a coordinated effect on international society.

Diplomatic policy based on marriage was an important measure that
effectively functioned and sustained the international relations in eastern Eurasia
under the leadership of the Liao.





