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Abstract: Hierarchic structure of the animal body plan is discussed from the
points of view of phylogeny and ontogeny. Four grades in order are
recognized between Protozoa and Deuterocoelomates. They are O diploid
cell, @ epithelium, @ mesenchymal coelom (= primitive coelom), and @
epithelial coelom (= deuterocoel). The same four grades, with an additional
lower one, are discernible in the course of development of animals. They
aré @ gametes (haploid cell), @ fertilized egg to morula (diploid cell),
@ blastula to gastrula (epithelium), @ ’mesenchyme gastrula to
trochophore larva, and ® adult formes of the Schizocoelomates and
dipleurula larva to adult forms of the Enterocoelomates.

The hierarchic relationship between these units are discussed.
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