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Problems Regarding Sentence Structure and Argumentation
in Academic Papers in the Humanities

Yoko Nakashima

Abstract

This paper clarifies problems concerning sentence structure and development of argumentative parts
in academic papers that were written by students in the humanities department. This research examined
drafts written by 19 students who were enrolled in Kyoto University's Language and Culture program during
the 2014-2015 fiscal year. As a result, three problems were observed; I) inadequacy in the co-occurrence
relation of sentence elements, II) inadequate discussion structure, ITT) lack of descriptive and explanatory
parts. II) seemed to be caused by flawed logical structure. In fact, some examples related to II) show that
the argumentation was based on citations that were left critically undiscussed. The results indicate that these
problems are influenced, not only by a lack of Japanese writing ability, but also by difficulties in acquiring

the general scheme of academic writing.

(Part-time lecturer, The International Center, The Organization for the Promotion of International Relations,

Kyoto University)
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