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Eleven students and three faculty members of Kyoto University visited Trashigang District of the
eastern Bhutan from Augsut 30 to September 14, 2014. They participated in the classes of history, Driglam
Namzhag (Bhutanese Etiquette), and dance at Sherubtse College, located in Trashigang District. The Kyoto
university students with the four Sherubtse college students together conducted field studies in the villages
of the up-land crop fields in Khaling Gewog, and the villages of the rice fields in Radi Gewog. They visited
farmers’ houses and the several local institutions such as Trashigang Dzong & Gewog offices (government
offices), Renewable Natural Resources Extension Centers (RNR-ECs), Basic Health Units (BHUs), and
Lhakhangs & Gompas (temples). Throughout the study tour, dynamic changes of climates, vegetation,
and livelihood were observed in the altitude range about 900 — 3800 m. They listened to the stories from
the villagers about depopulation, health care system, Ama Jomo & Meme Dangling (local deities), Gyalse
Ganapaty (who is believed to be the first reincarnation of Jampel Dorji, the son of Zhabdrung Ngawang
Namgyel), and so on. After the study tour in Khaling and Radi, they delivered a speech at the morning
assembly and held a workshop among the study tour participants including four Sherubtse college
students, at Sherubtse College. The speech and workshop were conducted in English for stimulating the
mutual understanding between the Kyoto University students and the Sherubtse College students. They
fostered friendships by sharing the experience of the filed study particularly. This report is the record to
show the impressions and comments which the participants in the study tour in Bhutan obtained on the
basis of the facts. This study tour is a trial of Mutual-enlightening Participatory Area Studies, which the
Practice-oriented Area Studies have been aiming for. objecting. The reports written by the students become
a result of Mutual-enlightening Practice-oriented Area Studies by a unique comparative study on thinking-
way and behavior of Bhutanese young people about the area traditional culture such as culture and
religion through communication with the Sherabtse college students by sharing consciousness of “a person
concerned” as a university student. The titles of each report are followings; Introduction: Background
& Objective of Overseas Study Program “An Alternative Approach to Development: Learning from
Rural Bhutan” and Significance of this paper (Kazuo Ando), “The happiest country in the world” (Kodai
Kinoshita), “Impressions from 2weeks field trip in Bhutan” (Naha Takashima), “Now and the future in
Bhutan” (Takuya Takahama), “‘Comparison of Bhutan and Japan” (Mutsumi Fukuda), “My trip to Bhutan”
(Akinori Miytamoto), “Nature and Religion in Bhutan” (Yuichi Suwa), “Visit to unexplored region”
(Yuki Nagasawa), “Depopulation problem in rural Bhutan” (Ryoya Morita), “See myself as I am” (Shiho
Yanagihara), “First Visit to Bhutan” (Jo Sakai), “Problems of rural landscape in Bhutan” (Yuichiro Tani),
Closing remarks: “Touch with nature and spend time together” (Yasuko Ishimoto), “Curriculum to look,
listen, and feel Bhutan” (Ryota Sakamoto)



