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Twin Earth Communication
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Summary When I think, “I want to drink water,” how is the meaning of what I thought determined? It is
natural to believe that the meaning of what I say is determined only by my mind. However, a strong argument
against this theory exists in Hilary Putnam’s Twin—Earth argument. Putnam advocates for “semantic
externalism” using this argument. According to semantic externalism, “water” in my mind cannot be
determined solely by my mental state ; my external environment also determines its meaning. Semantic
externalism has several adverse consequences. For example, if one’s mind alone does not determine what one
is thinking, one may not know what one is thinking. Thus, semantic externalism is a serious issue.

This study argues that the Twin-Earth argument developed by Putnam is incorrect because the idea of a
“twin earth” contains a claim inconsistent with semantic externalism.

However, this does not imply that the Twin—Earth concept itself is inappropriate. In this case any argument
that uses it would be invalid. Thus, we explain that the notion of the Twin—Earth is consistent with the practice
of reading.

By reworking the Twin-Earth argument, we demonstrate that it cannot be used to derive semantic
externalism. However, this study aims not to argue for a particular theory of meaning but rather to point out
that any argument for a theory of meaning must be made using language.

Keywords: twin earth



