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structure of the Muromachi regime that tock the form of the system called
the kobu toitsu seiken (unified regime of court and bakufu) that controlled
Kyoto in coordination with temples and shrine landlords.

Furthermore, because on this occasion I have considered the period prior
to the unrest of the Onin and Bunmei eras, the samurai who were active in
Kyoto thereafter have been beyond the scope of this article. It will therefore
be necessary to consider the concrete circumstances of the capital samurai
through the Warring States period from a different analytical perspective.

The Resource Cycle of the Sato’umi and Satoyama in Southern Omi
in Early Modern Times: A Study of Environmental History from the
Viewpoint of the History of Fisheries

by
SANO Shizuyo

In this article, I attempt to approach environmental history form the
perspective of the history of fisheries, and through a new interpretation of
source materials on two varieties of fishery activities (harvesting shijimi
clams (corbicula) and waterweeds) on Lake Biwa during the early modern
period, I hope to illuminate changes in the ecosystem and human activities
of early-modern people in this watershed, including mountainous areas, of
the southern region of Lake Biwa. The southern portion of the Lake Biwa
region is a single spatial unit of watershed extending from the mountains to
the lakeshore and is relatively compact. As this is also a central location for
the study of the history of early-modern fisheries as many written sources
have been preserved in the region, it is the most appropriate area for the
methodology used in this study.

In this article, I make clear the fact that the mountains, plains, and lake
that are linked by rivers are understood as part of a river basin in which
early-modern human activity, employing fishing, agriculture and the use of
the satoyama (a natural environment maintained and managed by humans)
operated together to form a single ecosystem. Moreover, I examine the
temporal periods and causes of changes in this ecosystem.

In the mountainous area of the southern Lake Biwa region, despoiling of
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the land and landslides spread due to the uprooting of pines that had been
carried out from the beginning of the early-modern period and also due to
the over harvesting of underbrush that was used as green manure and
accompanied production of commercial crops thereafter. Furthermore,
limitations on the use of the safoyama began to occur due to construction
projects intended to halt the landslides. In response to the lack of
underbrush manure in this region, shelllime of corbicula japonica (shijimi
clams) from Lake Biwa was introduced to compensate for the shortfall. Shell-
lime of corbicula japonica was transported to farming villages in the foothills
from the mid-18th century onward and used as fertilizer for the paddy fields.
This meant that the villages that had previously depended on the safoyama
were incorporated into the system of recycling the resources of the lake.

Because in the following 19th century the improvements in cultivation
technology of rapeseed made it possible to produce a second crop on the
imperfectly drained paddy fields on the shore of Lake Biwa, the water plants
used for compost began to be harvested in great quantities by the villages
on the southern part of the lake. Rapeseed was commercialized as product
that could be taken to the large market in the capital as lamp oil, and it has
become clear that the rising price of rapeseed oil in 19th-century Kyoto
caused the surface area devoted to rapeseed cultivation to expand on the
southern shores of Lake Biwa and accelerated the harvesting of water plants
for fertilizer. In this manner, the region that was self-sufficient in water
plant fertilizer outstripped other regions that suffered from the rising cost of
fertilizers (mainly dried sardine), and it grew to become one of the nation’s
leading producers of rapeseed.

In recent years shijimi clam fishing and the harvesting of water plants, ie.
the varied use of resources along the shore by human beings, has been seen
simultaneously as “maintenance” of the lakeshore environment, and thus it
has been pointed out that “secondary nature,” similar to the safoyama,
existed along the shore. These areas have been called sato’umi in
contradistinction to safoyama. In the ecosystem of the sato’umi, due to the
harvesting of water plants for fertilizer, the extraction of nutritive salts
became a necessity in the resource cycle, but it is important to note that
fullfledged implementation of this activity occurred in the period of the
spread of commercial cultivation of crops during the late early-modern
period. In other words, ultimately the establishment of the safo’umi
ecosystem involved an aspect of the importation of commercial crops from
other regions, a quintessentially artificial act.
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In previous research there has been tendency to imagine the ecosystem of
the safo’umi as a “traditional regional system built up over a lengthy time,”
but it cannot be claimed that this system was a natural outgrowth of the
region. It highly likely that the safo’umi of the late early-modern period was
instead directly linked to a large market outside the region and was an
“artificial ecosystem” formed in a relatively short period of time.

The Peking Field Force in the 1860’s: A Study on the Peking Court’s
Views of Provincial Viceroys and Governors in Late Qing China

by
NENASHI Shintaro

In the latter half of the 19" century, the imperial court in Peking
established the Peking Field Force ##§% within the Eight Banners of the
Imperial Guard ZJgAAHL. Their aim was to retrain the other units of the
Eight Banners. However, the role played by the Peking Field Force in the
late Qing was not confined to this one military unit alone. The Peking Field
Force was recognized in Peking at that time as a military force linked with
powerful figures within the court. As a result, the court refused to allow the
Han Chinese bureaucrats to become involved with the Field Force, despite
recommendations to that effect, and Prince Kung #$#F became the head of
the Field Force. Eventually, Empress Dowager Xi came to view Prince Kung
as a political opponent and used accusations against him as an opportunity to
remove him from the leadership of the force. Prince of the Second Degree
Ch'un B##8E, brother-in-law of the Empress Dowager, was then appointed to
the post in place of Prince Kung.

On the other hand, outside the court, the Peking Field Force and the
Yung-Ying 8 ¥ (lit. Brave Battalions), led by the Han Chinese bureaucrats,
together suppressed various rebellions. In 1867, the merchants of the salt
monopoly in the Metropolitan Province E % rose in armed revolt and in
the following year the Nien rebels #Z # invaded. Viewing these
developments, the court in Peking dispatched the Field Force. Additionally,
in order to suppress these rebellions, Brave Battalions led by the Han
Chinese provincial viceroys and governors Liu Ch'ang-yu 2844, Tso Tsung-
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