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Summary

The Role of the “Mountain” for Monpa People
in Arunachal Puradesh, India

Kazuharu Mizuno

Graduate School of Asian and African Area Studies, Kyoto University

The role of the “Mountain” for Monpa people has been surveyed in Arunachal Puradesh, India. As a result,

mountains serve three kinds of roles for the Monpa people.

1.

The mountain delineates the border of tribes, cultures, and societies. Arunachar Himalaya (Assam Himalaya) has
played the role of obstacle for interaction between Tawang Monpa and Dirang Monpa, and each unique language,
culture, and society has developed independently. The mountain also plays the role of natural fort, because the
Indian Army has been stationed on a large scale there since the Chinese Army attacked Arunachal Puradesh in
1962.

. The Monpa people traditionally follow the Bon religion in addition to Tibetan Buddhism. In Bon religion,

mountains have been worshipped as mountain gods for ages. Mountain gods are particular to each area and local
people pray and give ritual offerings to their mountain gods in ceremonies. The ritual offering each time consists

of livestock and/or young girl. The difference between high clans and low clans is observed in this ceremony.

. The mountain is important for the Monpa people as a natural resource, as they harvest timber from the mountain.

The forest has been classified into three categories and the purpose for use is different in each forest.
Deforestation is recently accelerated by large-scale logging practices. Although commercial cutting was
prohibited by the central government, illegal cutting continues even now. As local people developed a sense of

crisis, a movement to preserve the forests arose with new ideas, including cultivating eco-tourism.

Keywords: Arunachal Pradesh, Monpa people, role of mountain
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