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government hierarchy was established following the Warring States period.
The aim of the policy of recognizing merit 5% was to establish a
bureaucratic base for the newly rising forces as a counter weight to the
power of the clans and to confirm the status of those forces. Official posts
were prized as evidence of ability, which along with aristocratic ranks,
came to recognized as indicators of status. When it came to supposing
how exalted one might be on the basis of one’s office, the Ministers were
placed at the top of the bureaucratic hierarchy.

Consistent with the flow of the times, Wei Ran #iF built his
monopoly of power as Xiang-bang in Qin. The cause of his rise was to
be found in his maternal relations with the throne. Because Qin military
supremacy was established during the regime of Wei Ran, diplomatic
relations were of diminished importance and the functions of the Xiang-
bang were transformed, becoming the base from which his exclusive
authority was built up. Lii Bu-wei BA%Z, who had no blood relation to
the sovereign at all, was able to attain further authority by establishing a
fictive relationship. The traditional importance placed on the influence on
blood relations and noble status retained since the Spring and Autumn

period is seen therein.

A RE-EXAMINATION OF THE RECRUITING SYSTEM
IN PROVINCIAL COMMANDS IN THE LATE TANG:
FOCUSING ON THE COMPOSITION OF PERSONNEL
IN ANCILLARY POSTS IN HUAINAN 8 AND
ZHEXI #7#8

WATANABE Takashi

The role of the recruiting system F£Z in the provincial commands ¥48
during theTang has heretofore been seen in terms of theories of Tang-
Song transformation, emphasizing its function as providing a foothold on
the bureaucratic ladder for the so-called class of newly risen regional

gentry. In short, these theories generally judge the system’s historical



significance as having an effect antithethical to the aristocratic system.
However, successive revelations of records of tomb inscriptions made public
in recent years have provided much new data concerning ancillary posts
ER. And as a result, it has become clear that the ancillary posts in
the provincial commands were intricately and intimately linked to the
Tang central bureaucracy and that they functioned as a universal path of
advancement in the bureaucracy, and even as a path that might hasten one
advance into the elite.

Based on the above, and through an analysis of class background of
the appointees to ancillary posts in the two provincial commands of the
Jianghuai region, i.e., Huainan and Zhexi, the area of greatest economic
expansion at the time (where it is thought the growth of the newly risen
regional gentry was most conspicuous), this article aims to explore which
class appeared on the new stage in the ancillary posts in the provincial
commands and to reexamine the received wisdom regarding the recruitment
system in the provincial commands.

The following points have been made clear by this analysis.

1) In both provincial commands, among those who could be identified
as having been posted in ancillary offices, over 40 percent came from
families that could identified as menfa P[], families that had been of
highest status since the period of Northern and Southern Dynasties. And
if the jun xing ##4:, the class of local nobility, is added, then the total of
aristocratic origins rises to 60 percent.

2) The above situation concords perfectly with the situation marked
by the conspicuous revival of the hegemony of the class of elite families in
the central bureaucracy begun in mid-Tang and the privileged position of
the nobility within the system of recruitment by examination.

3) The conventional understanding of the significance of the ancillary
posts in provincial commands, that they were upper-ranking ancillary posts
servings as a ladder for the advancement for the newly risen local gentry,
should be revised. It seems that the posts which served as the stage on
which this class was to make its advance were set on a lower plane; and
that the posts were menial ones in regional government, military postings
in the provincial commands, and functionary-level lower-ranking ancillary

posts, which must be distinguished from the upper-ranking ancillary posts.



