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Troglodontobdella nom. nov. is herein proposed as a replacement name for the salifid leech genus Troglobdella Liu and 
Nakano in Liu, Li, Wu, Lin, Li, Nakano, and Liu, 2025, because the latter genus-group name is preoccupied by the acariform 
genus Troglobdella Oudemans, 1937.
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Introduction

The salifid leech genus Troglobdella Liu and Nakano in 
Liu, Li, Wu, Lin, Li, Nakano, and Liu, 2025 was established 
for the troglobitic species T. guizhouensis Liu and Nakano 
in Liu et al., 2025, which is endemic to Chishui Cave in 
Guizhou Province, China (Liu et al. 2025). However, this 
genus-group name is preoccupied by the bdellid mite Tro-
globdella Oudemans, 1937 (Arachnida: Acariformes: Trom-
bidiformes), which was erected for the eyeless species Scirus 
obisium Gervais, 1841 (Oudemans 1937). Although the mite 
genus-group name was subsequently synonymized with 
Cyta von Heyden, 1826 by Atyeo (1960) (see also Hernandes 
et al. 2016), the leech genus Troglobdella remains a junior 
homonym and therefore requires a new replacement name.

Genus Troglodontobdella nom. nov.

Troglobdella Liu and Nakano in Liu et al., 2025: 2125 [non 
Troglobdella Oudemans, 1937 (Acariformes: Trombidi-
formes), a junior subjective synonym of Cyta von Hey-
den, 1826].

Type species. Troglobdella guizhouensis Liu and Nakano, 
2025; fixed by original designation for Troglobdella Liu and 
Nakano.

Etymology. The replacement genus-group name is a com-
pound noun derived from Ancient Greek “troglos” (cave) and 
“Odontobdella Oka, 1923”, referring to the fact that its type 
species is a cave-dwelling species phylogenetically related to 

the genus Odontobdella. The gender is feminine.
Included species. Troglodontobdella guizhouensis (Liu 

and Nakano, 2025) comb. nov.
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