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Shunsuke Tsurumi on Writing, Recording, and Relativizing

Yoshihiro TANIGAWA

Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies,

Kyoto University, Kyoto 606-8501 Japan

Summary This paper explores the arguments of Shunsuke Tsurumi, on “writing life experiences”, putting
one’s own experiences into words. His criticisms on “straight-A” people are instructive to this inquiry. They
naively follow the so—called “right answers”, and in the end they lose their intellectual autonomy. He takes up
the educational practices of Seikatsu Tsuzurikata (life experience writing) to cope with this loss of
autonomy. This paper is intended to reveal how he presents the possibilities of writing to relativize the
situations as a whole. The disagreement between the ideal and the real is associated with our imaginings. He
claims that this disagreement works as a place to rehearse one’s own experience repeatedly, if it is recorded in
the level of “expectations” at that time. This is the criterion he presented to achieve the autonomy in our

attitudes.





