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1. Introduction

The ‘Rong’ is a traditional communal house
found in every Bahnar village in Kon Tum
City, Vietnam. It serves as a community
space for meetings, rituals, and gatherings.
However, many Rong houses are now

being altered, damaged, or are in decline
due to urbanization, modernization, and
natural disasters (Fig. 1, 2).

Fig. 1 - The Condition of Bahnar R<)77g Houses Threatened by
Neglect, Fire, and Modern Materials (Authors, 2025).
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Fig. 2 - Location of 44 Bahnar Rong houses in Kon Tum City and
their modernization status (Authors, 2025).
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2. Methodology

44 Rong houses in Kon Tum City were surveyed
through on-site documentation, including drawings
and observations. Semi-structured interviews were
conducted with villagers, elders, and local authorities
about their history and changes (Fig. 2, 3).
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Fig. 3 - Table of the current status and modernization levels of 44 Bahnar Rong
houses in Kon Tum City (Authors, 2025).

3. Results

Most Rong houses have seen major
changes, such as metal roofing, concrete
frames, and the loss of side porches and
entrances. 36 porches were rebuilt in
concrete, and at least 07 houses have
burned in the past. Fire stoves and sacred
shelves have mostly disappeared, and
over half Rong houses are now used less
than twice a week (Fig. 2, 4).

[ 1. Metal roofing material (20 Rongs)
2. Concrete-framed structure (31 Rongs)
3. Concrete flooring (10 Rongs)

(1) 4. Change in wall material (17 Rongs)
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5. Concrete porch and stair (36 Rongs)
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Fig. 4 — Architectural elements threatened by modern materials
and four of the most traditional Rong houses (Authors, 2025).
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4. Conclusion

Although most Rong houses have
changed, four still preserve key traditional
features that require community
involvement for sustainable conservation
(Flg 4) | The poster uses part of the materials from the
authors’ paper presented at the International Conference
HERITAGE 2025 (DOI: 10.4995/HERITAGE2025.2025.19201).
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