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emerged in areas that were not under the rule of any of the central governments
and these local rulers often fought among themselves.

Although the South Caucasus had reached the nadir of turmoil and chaos in the
latter half of the 18 century, the nearby Darband area had attained state of sta-
bility and order. Darband, a city situated on the northern edge of the South
Caucasus, was a vital location for land transport that linked the northern and
southern regions of the Caucasus. In this article, I examine how social order was
built up and maintained in Darband. In considering this problem, I focus on two
groups, the residents of Darband and the Lezgins.

The residents of Darband maintained a strong influence on their rulers
throughout the 18t century. The residents of Darband threw off and banished
their ruler in 1172a.H. (1758-59a.p.), and invited Fath ‘Ali Xan to become their
new ruler. He won the overwhelming support of the residents and carried out his
rule for about 30 years.

Meanwhile, the Lezgins lived in the mountainous region near Darband. They
were known as marauders who would not submit to any ruler and as a threat to
the people of Darband. On the other hand, the Lezgins were also mercenaries,
and many participated in the military expeditions that were frequently conducted
by Fath ‘Al Xan during his reign. Fath ‘Ali Xan diverted the energy that the Lez-
gins devoted to marauding against locals into expeditions against distant outsiders.
The revenue source for the support of the Lezgins came from the taxes of the
subjected regions including Darband.

By incorporating the Lezgins into his own army, Fath ‘Ali Xan was both able
to establish his superiority over other regional forces and stabilize the lives of the
Lezgins. He was also able to win the support of the residents of Darband. The
combined result was that he was able to bring about a stable social order in Dar-
band and its environs.

CONTROLLING EASTERN ANATOLIA DURING THE REIGN
OF SULEYMAN I: THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE {imar
SYSTEM IN THE MALATYA REGION

Misawa Nobuo

Regional administration during the pre-modern Ottoman Empire was organized



around a system of awards of land for military service that was known as the
timar system.

The Ottoman Empire was built into a vast empire during the reign of Sultan
Siileyman I in the mid 16th century. It was extremely important for the empire to
control Eastern Anatolia, which had recently come under its sway. Reward of land
for military service in the original form of the #imar system played an important
role in this control.

I examine and document the process of the control by the Ottoman Empire
over Eastern Anatolia using the case of the Malatya region by analyzing the opera-
tion of the timar system in Malatya district (=kaza), the smallest administrative
unit of the empire.

At this time the Ottoman Empire deferred to those associated with the Dulka-
dir Beligi, the former rulers of the Malatya region, and operated the malikane-
divanisystem, which was a modified version of the timar system. The Ottoman
Empire thereafter gradually reevaluated the system, attempting to switch to the
implementation the original timar system. However, the Ottoman Empire did not
institute a uniform policy of re-organization and elimination at that time. In the
course of re-evaluating the implementation of the malikane-divanisystem, the
Ottoman Empire implemented various policies on the district level, having grasped
the state of each district in the region on the local level. Moreover, the Ottoman
Empire also grasped the situation of the beneficiaries of the existing system, and
particularly the influential beneficiaries, and in accord with their relationship with
the Ottoman Empire, at times eliminated or canceled and at times expanded
various policies, promoting a general policy that gradually proceeded in altering the
system through re-organization and elimination of existing elements.

In short, the Ottoman Empire applied a moderate policy based on regular
analysis and collection of information on local communities and human circumstan-
ces down to the level of the very lowest administrative level of district. In this
manner, the switch to the orthodox “timar system,” i.e., the Ottoman Empire’s
traditional policy of land awards for military service, in the central core region,
was successfully implemented by the gradual shift in the land policy. Due to the
series of policies described above, the Ottoman Empire was able to control the
Malatya region and integrate it into the system of state rule.
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