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{Summary)

The Citizens and Military Service
in Mid—Republican Rome

Takashi FUJII

Most historians studying the Roman Republic argue that from the end of the
Second Punic War to the Gracchi, the system of the Republic worked smoothly. How-
ever, there are two theories to understand when studying the politics and society of
the Republic. One is the traditional interpretation that the Nobiles, monopolizing the
posts of magistrates, had ruled the politics of the Republic exclusively. The other is
the new interpretation originally proposed by F. Millar that the ordinary citizens in
Rome had an important role in the system of the Republic, participating in the elec-
tion and the court. When we take account of the ordinary citizens’ political right,
how can we consider the basis of their right? In this paper, the author attempts to con-
sider their military service as the origin of their political significance.

From the middle of the third century B. C. the Roman army became composed of
poorer citizens. Many scholars call it the proletarianization of the Roman army. An-
cient sources like Dionysius Halicarnasseus, from the point of the timocratical view, in-
dicate that the richer a citizen was, the greater his military obligation and the wider
his political right. According to this view we have to understand that poorer sol-
diers couldn’t have had an important political role as citizens. However, as long as cit-
izens were soldiers and they sustained the vast expansion of Rome in the second cen-
tury B. C., we should suppose that the burden which they shouldered gave them polit-
ical significance.

To reveal this relationship between military service and political power, the au-
thor surveys the affairs of the system of conscription. The magistrates sometimes
felt difficulties in conscripting because the ordinary citizens, who were liable for mili-
tary service, acted against the intention of the magistrates. The magistrates had to ap-
peal to the citizens for military service or change the method of conscription. So we
should consider that there existed a sort of political communication between the ordi-
nary citizens and the magistrates and it came from the fact that the ordinary citi-

zens bore the burden of military service and they were indispensable for the Republic.





