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Exploring Social and Cultural Problems in Clinical Situations Together:
Collaborative Clinical Case Conference by Health Professionals and Anthropologists

Junko IIDA and Hiroshi NISHIGORI

Keywords : clinical case conference, medical education, collaboration, anthropology with medicine/

medical education, variability of anthropology

A clinical case conference collaborated on by health professionals and anthropologists is an
opportunity in which anthropologists and (future) health professionals consider and discuss social
and cultural problems in clinical situations and learn from each other. It was created through the
process of collaboration between health professionals and anthropologists and has improved while
being repeatedly held as workshops for primary care physicians and as classes at medical schools. In
these conferences, anthropology has provided viewpoints for situating phenomena in sociocultural
contexts and frameworks for verbalising social and cultural phenomena. These conferences have
been highly appreciated, especially by primary care physicians. The important points are that health
professionals and anthropologists share the time and space to discuss problems, and that case-
based approaches begin not from anthropological concepts but clinical situations bridging cases
with anthropology. The conferences are not only opportunities for anthropologists to comment
and analyse the cases or educate medical students and health professionals, but also an opportunity

for them to learn. Anthropologists who participate in the conferences inevitably consider how
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anthropology can contribute to medicine and health professionals while they consider what it is
like to be ‘anthropological’ in the process of correspondence with (future) health professionals. This

paper explores the variability of anthropology, describing what form is created in the practice of

collaboration with health professionals.
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