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Society during the Initial Stage of the Kofun Period
and the Movement of Pottery

by

TSUGIYAMA Jun

The movement of pottery after the Jomon period has been recognized as
having taken several forms, among these, the movement of pottery during
the initial stage of the Kofun period has been characterized by the
movement of ceramic vessels over broad expanses and great distances
transcending stylistic spheres in various areas of the Japanese archipelago
under a system of production prior to the appearance of Sue ware that did
not achieve wide distribution. Moreover, it was not at all rare for great
alterations in style of the pottery to take place at the destinations of
distribution. This movement of pottery reflected the circulation of people
and goods as well as the flow of information; and it has become a source for
consideration of the initial appearance of the kofun (burial mounds), their
development, and wide-ranging distribution system. In this article, I make a
systematic examination of the current state and issues facing the field from
the point of view of the system of pottery production, the two-way mutual
movement of pottery in the Kinai region (the movement of pottery into the
Kinai region and the movement of pottery from the Kinai region), the system
of distribution and the networks of settlements that can be interpreted from
the movement of pottery in regard to society during the period of the initjal
appearance of the kofun, using sources primarily from western Japan.

In regard to the system of pottery production, it has been confirmed that
from the late Yayoi period through its final stage, pottery production, which
had previously been self-sufficient for each settlement, was augmented by
production on multiple levels on the basis of the concentration of production
due to regional division of labor in various places in western Japan such as
Sanuki, Awa, Kibi, Kawachi, and Yamato. The pottery of each of these
regions used characteristic clay paste, coloring, techniques, and shapes; and
in recent years the location of production and range of supply has been
examined on the basis of the ratios of transported pottery to local pottery
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found in archaeological sites, and thus the movement within the range of
supply and the situation in which they were transported outside that range
is becoming clear. In regard to the transport outside a stylistic sphere,
relations among various regions have been deduced from the examination of
the route of movement, changes in the chronology of their transport, regional
differences, and alteration of the direction in the movements.

The active inter-regional distribution of pottery over a wide range has
been thought to be one factor that brought about Kofun-period society,
which was characterized by the appearance of the keyhole-shaped tumuli. It
was surmised in particular from the Makimuku site in Nara prefecture,
where early kofun such as the Hashihaka Kofun tumulus was constructed,
that the fact that various styles of pottery, which had been transported from
a wide area from the Kant6 region to the western Seto Inland Sea, occupied
up to 15% of the total, indicated the character of the central Kinai region,
and it was also surmised that there were multiple causes such as the
movement of people who were employed in the engineering and construction
of the tumuli in addition to trade activities.

In contrast, in the study of the widespread movement of Kinai-area pottery
research has been conducted chiefly into their distribution and trends as
well as in studies on localised character in the regions where they were
received. In the latter, research into the process of reception within the
region and an attempt to grasp the trends of local groups are proceeding on
the basis of an analysis of the relationship between local style and Kinai
style pottery. The phenomenon of the shift in the style of pottery across a
wide area of northern Kylishl from Hakata Bay to the Ariake Sea to the
Kinai style has been recognized, and many have argued that the this location
was also the entryway for interchange with China and the Korean peninsula
as well as linking it to the advance of groups from Kinai.

It is thought that distribution of necessary materials such as iron across
long distances played an important role in the formation of Kofun-period
society. The study of the movement of pottery indicates this widespread
trade was linked and supported by a network of sites that have been
recognized as active in this exchange and from which many examples of
transported pottery have been excavated and helps us identify distribution
routes. In addition, an analysis of the movement of pottery from the Korean
peninsula has clarified the character and form of trade during this period,
including the fact that the coast of Hakata Bay was the site of negotiation in
foreign relations.
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The study of the movement of pottery has advanced from the viewpoint of
lineages, forms, chronology, spatial characteristics and quantity ratios.
Particularly in regard to the issue of lineages (forms), typological studies of
each region, studies of basic materials including the clay and various
admixture fillers, and an understanding of the local character and systems of
production have formed a foundation. Moreover, in combination with the
pursuit of an understanding of the parallel relationship between regions on
the basis of their cross-dating, which is an important element in the study of
the movement of pottery, this series of intellectual operations, including a re-
examination of previously known findings, must be repeated continuously in
the future.

‘Li Veniciani non li peregrini portano gratis, ne per amor de Dio"
The Patrons of the Galleys for Pilgrimage in the Middle Ages

by

SAKURAI Yasuto

It has, of course, been the holiest of deeds for Christians to visit the Holy
Land from ancient times, and we may regard it as the holiest journey
without hesitation. But, we must not forget that the accomplishing pilgrims’
purpose would have been difficult without the support of others. During
what is called ‘the golden age of pilgrimage, that is from 1333 to 1530, the
leading figures conveying pilgrims were the patrons of the Venetian galleys
used for pilgrimage. Though it is both interesting and worthwhile to focus
on these figures because we can see another side of ‘the holiest journey, but
we can name only three scholars who paid attention to them, R. Rohricht, M.
Newett and ]. Scottas.

Among them, Newett's research deserves special mention. He researched
the system of the galleys for pilgrimage and the changes in it nearly
completely by analyzing almost all extant Venetian documents. On the other
hand, analysis of the pilgrims’ texts has not been done sufficiently, though it
is true that Rohricht and Scottas referred to them. Nevertheless, this
problem has continued to be overlooked for about one century.

Given the above, the aim of this paper is to analyze all documents of the
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