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The Immigration Control of Taiwan Under the
Japanese Empire Around May 8" 1897

WU Liang

Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies,

Kyoto University, Kyoto 606-8501 Japan

Summary Under the Treaty of Shimonoseki after the first Sino—Japanese War, China ceded Taiwan to
Japan. The Japanese government granted a two-year grace period to Taiwanese residents for the right of
nationality selection. The Japanese government started to establish a new system including a travel policy at
the end of the period. This paper focuses on the time of nationality change of Taiwanese residents around 1897
and analyzes the process of establishing the travel policy for domestic people in Japan, Taiwanese residents

and Chinese people. The article clarifies how travel policy for different categories of traveler influenced each
other.
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