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Higher Education as a New Export Industry
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According to a recent survey on ‘student life’ at
Kyoto University, 23% of all undergraduates have travel-
ed abroad. Of these, some 6% went overseas for the
specific purpose of studying a foreign language. Amongst
graduate students the proportion is somewhat higher, so it
is probably fair to say that of all students at the University
at least one in every hundred has a desire to spend some
time studying in a foreign country. Some private univer-
sities in Japan have met this need by creating specific and
systematic arrangements which enable students to study
abroad. This is not the case, however, in Japan’s national
universities.

In Europe, to take just one overseas example, the
ERASMUS program (The European Community Action
Scheme for the Mobility of University Students) looked
after the exchange of more than 100, 000 students in 1993/
94 alone. The aim of this program is to accelerate the
realization of a “People’s Europe” by encouraging the ex-
change of people, especially the younger generations, bet-
ween European countries. Elsewhere, in the US for exam-
ple, a lot of students have had the chance to travel to
foreign countries for study under the famous “Junior Year
Abroad Program” since its inception in 1947. In addition
to these programs, many individual universities, or
university consortiums, have set up their own schemes to
enable students to study abroad.

The merits of studying in foreign countries are well
documented and need not be repeated here. Suffice it to
say that, even if the prime motive for students traveling
overseas is tourism, there is still a great deal of worth in en-
couraging Japanese students to spend time abroad. For-
tunately, the Japanese government has initiated the “Short
Term Student Exchange Program”, so it seems to me that
the core difficulties relating to student exchange can now
be solved.

At Kyoto University we have a special one-year
course for Japanese Studies. The foreign students enroll-
ed in this course are expected to be proficient in Japanese
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language but the fact is, even for these students, under-
standing the ordinary lectures given to Japanese
undergraduates is difficult. 'What we need to recognize is
the fact that English is the main tool of international com-
munication, so some lectures need to be taught in English
for the benefit of overseas short-term exchange students.

The US ambassador to Japan recently made a point of
the imbalance in student exchanges between the two coun-
tries. I believe this reflects certain weaknesses in the
gystem of higher education in Japan. In the US, the
system is said to be the best in the world, and so it is no sur-
prise that it attracts students from all over the globe. In
this sense it is clear that higher education is an important
hidden export industry of the United States. In Japan, a
considerable amount of taxpayers money is spent inviting
foreign students to Japanese universities. In order to
achieve an appropriate environment for foreign exchange
students, however, we have to modify our system of
university education, which currently does not enjoy a
good international reputation. Although the current
system has contributed to Japan’s economic success in the
past, the higher education system in Japan still needs to be
refined in order to make it a new export industry for the
future.

Japan Education Fair ’95

Takeshi TAMURA

Associate Professor
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The 1995 Japan Education Fair in ASEAN countries
was held in the early summer for two days each at Jakarta,
Kuala Lumpur, and Bangkok. This fair, organized by the
Association of International Education, Japan (AIE]), was
begun in 1989 to offer necessary information and advice to
students in foreign countries who plan to study in Japan.
The fair is held every year in the USA and in ASEAN coun-
tries, and held occasionally in China, Taiwan, and Korea,
where most of the foreign students to Japan come from.

The delegation to ASEAN countries this year compris-
ed more than 80 persons representing 16 national and 28
private universities, as well as representatives from Mon-
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busho and the AIE]. Most of the big universities sent two
or three members, including both teaching and ad-
ministrative staff, whose job was to answer questions
offered by visitors to each university booth. The alumni
associations in the three countries which co-sponsored the
fair assisted us by providing interpreters. The numbers
of visitors to the Kyoto University booth made ours one of
the more popular, with 150 (out of a total of 2, 100 atten-
ding the fair) in Jakarta, 80 (out of 1, 400) in Kuala Lumpur,
and 50 (out of 1,200) in Bangkok. Students seemed to
come one after another all day long! Having to answer so
many questions covering the whole ‘A to Z' of Kyoto
University was difficult, especially when I cannot even
keep up with the documents piled up on my own desk.

The most common questions related to the nature of
research carried out by professors at Kyoto University; en-
trance exam requirements; whether or not any classes are
taught in English; and “does Kyoto University offer an
MBA?”. I did the best I could, of course, but invariably
ended up advising students to consult the University
Catalogue where they would find listed the names of all the
professors, who could be written to individually for more
specific information. I really do think that the time has
come to prepare a brochure which explains all the pro-
cedures for foreign students wishing to apply to study at
Kyoto University.

Of course, the matter of utmost concern to students
was how to get a good scholarship to cover the expense of
living in Japan. Without this, there would be simply no
hope in applying for a place at a Japanese university. In
response to many questions on this topic, it was with great
regret that I had to inform potential applicants that Kyoto
University has no funds to provide scholarships for foreign
students. Surely there must be a number of non-govern-
mental scholarships available to overseas students, but un-
fortunately there appears to be no coordinated information
about them. The best we could advise students was to
visit their nearest Japanese Embassy or Consulate for infor-
mation and, of course, to apply for a Monbusho Scholar-
ship, although we know that competition for this is ex-
tremely tight. Perhaps, in future, it would be a good idea
if some number of recipients of the Monbusho scholarship
could be selected at the fair, to give some encouragement
to both potential students and to ourselves.

I was really moved to know that there are a lot of pro-
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mising young people who are eager to study exclusively at
Kyoto University. Some of them can already speak
almost perfect Japanese. I felt that, through studying
abroad, they earnestly desire to make a contribution to the
development of their own countries. We have to do
something more for them.

I also met many older people who had already spent
time studying at Kyoto University. They came to our
booth and told in Japanese their memories of life on Kyoto
University campus all the time treating me just like old
friends. This was my first visit to ASEAN countries, and
it was easy to notice slight differences in the traditions and
cultures between the places we went to, but this in-
describable feeling of fellowship I experienced was com-
mon to all of them. By attending the fair, I learned a great
deal about the true meaning of international exchange bet-
ween universities.
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Preservation of Old Kyoto and
Improvement of Its Environment

Fabrizio FUCCELLO

Ph. D. Student
Dept. of Architecture

Everybody knows the film “Room with a view”, which
was partly made in the rooms of the 19th century Villa Cor-
sini situated on the gentle hills surrounding Florence.
Before entering Kyoto University three years ago, I was
lucky to be able to rent two rooms in that very same Villa.
Looking from the window of my room, I was able to ad-
mire the same view of Florence that was enjoyed more
than one hundred years ago, when the city became the
capital of the newly born Kingdom of Italy.

Florence and Kyoto have many aspects in common, in-
cluding the geographic position and the incredibly impor-
tant cultural role they played in their respective count-
ries. Both of them retain a unique cultural heritage par-
ticularly rich in architecture and gardens. Anyway, in
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these years spent in Kyoto I have realized what a big
difference there is in the way people think about their
historical and cultural heritage in these two cities. The
Kyoto I visited for the first time ten years ago is very much
changed : these years alone have seen the destruction of
forty thousand traditional wooden homes and the flight of
over 100, 000 residents from the downtown area. Some
days ago, passing along Higashi-ichijo street, a few hun-
dred meters from Kyoto University, I suddenly realized
that an old sake factory, one of the oldest and most famous
in the Sakyo-ku ward had been destroyed. It was a huge
wooden building with white walls and Kuras in the com-
pound ; it was not only the sake’s factory itself that was
gone but also a landmark and the traditional atmosphere of
the area. I couldn’t believe my eyes and I wondered how
it was possible to destroy such a building.

As a member of ISSK (The International Society to
Save Kyoto’s Historic Environment), a group of about 70
people concerned that Kyoto is losing its distinctive beauty
for the sake of “development”, I was involved in organiz-
ing a photographic exhibition of “Kyoto in the Fifties”,
with 55 works from a vast collection of Fosco Maraini’s
photos. The aim of the exhibition, which centered around
three themes—architecture and landscape, festivals and
traditional practices, and the everyday life of Kyoto’s
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residents, was to show what the city has lost. In conjunc-
tion with the exhibition a symposium was held on “The
future of Historic Cities”. We had speakers from four
European countries, whose Cultural Institutes are
represented in Kyoto : the director for Florence’s En-
vironmental and Architectural Properties (Italy), the direc-
tor for Protection of Historical Monuments at Cologne Ci-
ty Hall (Germany), the executive director of Edinburgh’s
0Old Town Renewal Trust (Great Britain), and the director
of Patrimony at the Paris City Office of Cultural Affairs
(France). I was surprised to see that, from the Japanese
side, there is no such equivalent post, in fact the person
who represented Kyoto was simply an official from the Ci-
ty Planning Development Office. All the European ex-
perts criticized the Kyoto Municipal Government for its
lack of action on the preservation of Kyoto.

According to my experience of life in an old city such
as Florence, I can say that generally, in Europe, if a person
lives in an old house in a very historic area, the person will
be proud of that. Because these old houses can be
restored very well it is not at all inconvenient or unconfor-
table to live there any more. After our symposium I realiz-
ed that the most important thing we can do to help
preserve historic cities is the education of citizens about
the value of their old houses and the character of their city.
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