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The artist is the creator of beantiful things.

To reveal arl and conceal the artist is art’s aim.
The critic is he who can translate into another
manner or a new material his impression of

beautiful things., (Wilde, Picuure 3 ; the preface)
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‘Basil, my dear boy, puts everything that is

charming in him into his work. The consequence

B e

is that he has nothing left for life but his
prejudices, his principles, and his common sense,
The only artists 1 have ever known, who are
personally delightful, are bad artists, Good artists
exist simply in what they make, and consequently
are perfectly uninteresting in what they are. A
greal poet, a really great poet, is the most
unpoetical of all creatures. But inferior poets are
absolutely fascinating. The worse their rhymes
are, the more picturesque they look. The mere
fact of having published a book of second-rate
sonutets makes a man quite irresistible. He lives

the poetry that he cannot write. The others write

the poetry that they dare not realize.® (Wilde,
Picture 55-56 ; Ch. 4)
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Lord Henry, Wilde’s perfect dandy, ex-
pounds to Dorian a paradoxical philosophy of
dandyism which shocks Basil Falward but
appeals to the young narcissist. In the passion of
his self-love, Dorian Gray distorts this doctrine
and becomes a failen dandy, comupting all those
who accompany him along his path and murder-
ing his conscience, Basil Halward ; finally, in
setf-inflicted death, Dorian meets the punishment
of excessive self-love. But Lord Henry's true
doctrine, ... was a philosophy of inaction:

beyond good and evil, ... Lord Henry never acts

and never falls. (Roditi 124 ; T#RHEH)
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“What would you say, Harry, if I told you that | had
murdered Rasil?”” (IH LIS I LT RLIL
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‘1 would say, my dear fellow, that you were
posing for a character that doesn’t suit you. Al
crime is vulgar, just as all vulgarity is crime. Tt is
not in you, Dorian, to commit a murder. 1 am
sorry if I hurt your vanity by saying so, but ]
assure it is true. Crime belongs exclusively to the
fower orders. I don’t blame them in the smallest
degree. [ should fancy that crime was to them
what art is to us, simply a method of procuring
extraordinary sensations,” (Wilde, Picure 203 ;
ch. 19}
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Yes: there was to be, as Lord Henry had
prophesied, a new Hedonism that was to recreate
tife, and to save it from that harsh, uncomely
puritanism that s having, in our own day, iis
curious revival, It was to have its service of the
intellect, certainly ; yet, it was never to accept any
theory or system that would involve the sacrifice
of any mode of passionate experience. lts aim,
indeed, was to be experience itself, and not the

fruits of experience, sweet or bitter as they might

be. Of the asceticism that deadens the senses, as
of the vulgar profligacy that dulls them, it was to
know nothing. But it was to teach man to
concentrate himself upon the moments of a life
that is fiself but a moment. (Wilde, Picture 126 ;

ch. 11}
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When they entered, they found hanging upon the
wall a splendid portrait of their master as they had
last seen him, in all the wonder of his exquisite
vouth and beauty, Lying on the floor was a dead

man, in evening dress, with a knife in his heart.

He was withered, wrinkled, and loathsome of

visage, [t was not titl they had examined the rings
that they recognized who it was, (Wilde, Pieture
213 ch. 20)
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Writing at Random

— A Study on the Structural Disorder of The Picture of Dovrian Gray ——

Hiroshi YOSHIOKA

Graduate School of Human and Envirenmentad Studies,

Kyoto University, Kyote 606-8501 Japan

Swmmary  Many critics have agreed that The Picture of Dorian Gray can be categorized as onc of the most
well~made gaethic novels in the history of English literature, but they have shown almost no interest in the
olher features of this work. Wilde’s only novel is made of literary patchworks ; aside from its grotesque
settings and developments, it contains elements of various genres such as Romanticism, Realism, Naturalism,
to name but a few. Also described are many dramatic events and decisions leading its characters to their
doom. However, the author doesn't seem to be interested in developing them any further, so that readers
couidn’t focus their attention on any theme or character. How shoukl we take this apparent incoherence? The
best account for this diserder can be found in "the preface.” This essay is &n attempt to contribute to a better
understanding of Wilde's way of creation by demonstrating the dynamic relation of the “preface” to the rest of
this novel.





