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Summary
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A half of a century has passed since D. Carleton Gejdusek discovered patients with amyotrophic lateral
sclerosis (ALS), Parkinsonism-Dementia and poliomyeloradiculitis in high incidence among the Auyu and Jakai
people in swampy jungle of west New Guinea. In the years 2001 through 2012 we revisited and rediscovered the
neurodegenerative diseases in about the same high incidence among the Auyu and Jakai people. We visited them
living along the Ia and the Edera river, branches of the great Digul river. We sailed forty kilometers upstream the Ia
river, and a hundred in the Edera. We walked in tropical swampy jungles to see the life and death of patients with
ALS, Parkinsonism, or other infectious diseases like tuberculosis. Although we have some effective treatment for
patients with Parkinson disease or tuberculosis, there is no remedy for ALS in this jungle. Then what our modern

medical science could do for those patients with neurodegenerative diseases?
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