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I would do as she said, and then I would sleep. Somehow it always worked. Kneeling at the
side of my bed and talking to the Lord made everything okay. My mother and our pastor
always said you have to pray for your enemies and people who do you wrong, and that's what I
did".
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Ruby’s parents were proud that their daughter had been chosen to take part in an import-
ant event in American history. They went to church.

“We sat there and prayed to God,” Ruby’s mother said, “that we'd all be strong and we'd
have courage and we'd get through any trouble; and Ruby would be a good girl and she’” d hold
her head up high and be a credit to her own people and a credit to all the American people. We
prayed long and we prayed hard.'®”
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“Sometimes I'd look at her and wonder how she did it, how she went by those mobs and

sat here all by herself and yet seemed so relaxed and comfortable.'””
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Please, God, try to forgive those people.

Because even if they say those bad things,

They don't know what they are doing.

So You could forgive them,

Just like You did those folks a long time ago

When they said terrible things about You'.
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... my mother was just one of the pack, a rank-and-file Cheerleader. . . . I'd seen her throw
eggs and tomatoes and cheer with the same intensity as the others™.
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I was always amazed at how Ruby managed to maintain her composure. She never cried or
even flinched. She just walked right into the school beside her bodyguards and didn't give any
indication that she heard or saw all the commotion swirling around her. How do you train
yourself not to turn around when everyone’s screaming at you? May be she was partially deaf, I
reasoned. At the time I wondered how and why she got picked to be the sole Negro student at
our school. I assumed she must've been the unluckiest little Negro girl on the planet®.
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Segregation was something everyone in our neighborhood just took for granted. If you
had asked your average Ninth Warder at the time if there should be segregated schools, it
wouldn't been like asking “Should the sky be blue?” In the Middle Ages everyone just assumed
the world was flat—they didn't have any good reason to think otherwise.

.. For my mother, the idea of sending a child into an integrated school was just as crazy
as taking a walk off the edge of the flat Earth® .
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“I'm trying to save him.”

“Therere plenty of people that need saving who parade right in front of your eyes every day,
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Louise. You ever think about those folks? I've known plenty of boys who’s been lynched. You
ever give them a thought? Ever think what it" like to be that little girl who's going to your
school every day and having grown men throw bottles filled with piss at her? Have you ever
really taken a look at what's going on over there at that school? That's what hell looks like,
Louise. Hell right here in the Ninth Ward.*'”
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My mother didn't join in the chanting. She just stared, her eyes trained on Ruby Bridges
as if she were really looking at her for the first time. Her gaze followed Ruby up the steps
leading to the school, and then she turned back and scanned the howling protestors. Her eyes
came to rest on me, standing on the outskirt of the crowd. We stared at each other for a long
moment.

Finally she came over to me and took my hand, and we walked away.

And she never went back™”.
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2004 4, 7T 7 HIPeA 5 50 AEDFEADAEIZ, Remember: The Journey to School Integration™
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Remembering can be painful, even frightening. But it can also swell your heart and open
your mind.
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