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SHEERIZ. [HE] CBIZRECHRAZELEDL I LTHEHLEERICLST, £
DRFELTIU—XT v TE3NEDTHo7,
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FITHARIE—IC, TEHES] LFE (ER) CHIIEROHSBEN L HER
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The Critical Point of “the Imperialism of Free
Trade”: An Analysis about the Discourses and
Practices on “Nan-yo” of “the Empire of Japan”,
1853-1910

Shun ISHIHARA

In the 19* Century the Ogasawara/Bonin Islands were the center of the
automatic life world in the Northwestern Pacific Ocean called “Japan Ground” by the
seamen and whalers. From 1830 to 1875 the settlers of the Ogasawara Islands came
from all parts of the world. They contacted and traded with whalers who stopped at
these islands. In 1875 “the Empire of Japan” began to occupy these islands and these
settlers were naturalized to “Japanese”, but these people named “kikajin”(meaning
naturalized people) re-arranged and kept their automatic life world. They kept trading
with “foreign” seamen who stopped at these Islands. After 1870’s they were employed
as hunters by the “foreign” schooners to the Sea of Okhotsk for fur-seal hunting every
year, often “violating” the border of “Russia” or “Japan”.

Under such condition the Ogasawara Islands and the life world of the settlers
attracted the attention of the politicians, economists, journalists and explorers in “the
Empire of Japan” in 1880’s and 1890’s. The oceans and islands in “Japan Ground”
were named “Nan-yo”’(meaning the southern ocean of “the Empire of Japan”). They
“found” the Ogasawara Islands the center or the strongpoint of the oceans and islands
in “Nan-yo” and the very model of the development of “Nan-yo”. About that time the
key word of the discourses and practices on “Nan-yo” was “Jiyu-koueki”(meaning free
trade).

Before the occupation of “the Empire of Japan” the Ogasawara Islands and
“Japan Ground” had been focused by “the British Empire”(e.g. Rutherford Alcock), the
United States of America(e.g. Matthew Perry) and the Tokugawa Regime(e.g. “John
Mung”) as the proving ground of the development based on the principle of “free
trade”. After the occupation the Ogasawara Islands came to be regarded as the
strongpoint and the model of “Nan-yo” by the discourses and practices which supported

“Jiyu-koueki”(e.g. Ukichi Taguchi, Tohru Hattori and Han-emon Tamaki). Such
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discourses and practices supported utilizing the life world around “kikajin(s)” in the
Ogasawara Islands, especially their automatic and border-transgressing practices.
They promoted the development of the Ogasawara Islands and “Nan-yo” through the
“free” trading and colonizing without strong sovereign or military power.

However in 1900’s the development of the Ogasawara Islands became the big
undertaking accompanied with the strong sovereign power and the large budget of “the
Empire of Japan”. The “Ogasawara-sima En-yo Gyogyo Kaisha”(meaning “the
Ogasawara Islands Pelagic Fishery Company”) which was founded and backed up by
the local agency of “the Empire of Japan” took the initiative in this undertaking.
Moreover the company began to appropriate the life world around “kikajin(s)”. In 1910
the naturalized people in the Ogasawara Islands repelled the local agency to defend
their automatic life world.

“Nan-yo” was “found” the ideal proving ground of the development based on the
principle of “free trade”, and/but “Nan-yo” was the critical point of such development.
This critical point was the inevitable and immanent result of “the imperialism of free
trade”(by J. Gallagher & R. Robinson).

Kyoto Journal of Sociology Xlll / December 2005



	文書名 _k-13-1-1
	文書名 _k-13-1-2



