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On various aspects of Bonpo monks in comtemporary society

Konisar Kengo

Abstract : This paper clarifies the historical and current situation of Bonpo monastic
community, dealing mainly with the monks’ way of living. While the ascetic
community with discipline has developed at some huge monasteries such as Menri
monastery in Tsang, life of each Bonpo practitioner cannot be simply grasped as
supermundane one. In this paper, based on anthropological field research in Shar-khog
region (Aba Tibetan and Qiang Autonomous area, Sichuan Province) since 2006 and
analysis of influential lamas’ biography, the diversity of their living and its significance
for the management of monastic community and lay society is discussed. First, the way
of monk’s living before 1950s is examined by analyzing biography of abbots of skyang
tshang monastery. Their lives reveal that they frequently pass between monastic and
lay society for managing their community, while connecting with trans-regional
network of Tibetans. Also, monastic discipline come down from central Tibet gradually
replaced tantric practitioner in this area. Therefore, most of Bon practitioners were
considered to be living as celibate monks in 1950s in skyang tshang. This situation
deeply influenced the lives of monks after revival of religious practice in 1980s.
Primarily, what determines their life is the monastic discipline; therefore, elder monks
who were once forced to quit monastic life during the cultural revolution still often
express regret for their “not being good monks”. On the other hand, lives of younger
monks show considerable varieties. They are not always celibate figures but important
agents who interact with lay society in order to sustain the monastic community. Thus
such way of living as Bonpo monks has been inherited, adjusting the socio-economic
changes around the area.
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RYEICB O THREDIEE L L COMEEDRAZLL 72Dk, 14ftido Y »
VHIFIZ BT B A Y (sman i) EEEMEDO Z L EINT WS, XY #EbE
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T ADAH ) AW RLNEZRHE> TANEDEEZED, MEEDOTHOLAY
ELTAREELE,

O ZOMWMRITOWTIE, P (2015¢) & SH,

234



RyBicsr s e, o

20094F IR AT, SEPEZMLE & L CTIEEIT 2513944 CTH D, TXRTEE
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2011a: 172)",

COFEFIE WHT 7 A FR=ZADERIC K S FIBEIT 2 REL L AV TH
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L DMATH 5, 1950 RD SHEFEZH 2 F Ry FEFDY LTV - A
WAARK (1936-) 12k BE, 2—F7 - Ty X=XV zVidZDiFE

1% nga ni ‘bru nag ded kyi rig gnas la ma ‘jug kyang rang shugs kyis rang bzhin rnam par dag pa de kho na
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Sx—=F7 T UR=FX 2V UPHEL T o 3EEER OIE L. 19755
IR T % ETHEEEDFDICH 5 72, 19504ERE% 10 & IR BAE B H3HIR % 2
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WNIEBE R I N TR > d, IHF DR EICEE > THEH L Tw
rlbwvbiis, ZO0—JT, MESHEINS LI IChk>Tro b, MEICKE

2 REICBIT S F Ry MM 258D EEBIZOWTIE, JITH (2015) (ZFE L,

237



L2EREDEIIEDR, BANELTEEZKAITEZEDD L ot

F a2 74 (1935-2010) "1, 11RDOKHICZK L THEICE D, 15T TF v
Yeu Ry s Y r Yt OB TEAR, UROMiR b DX, §TIC
INBAE L KRS, 7Y ==X D% Eo BTy v (pad
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