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SUMMARY

The Adirondack Park was established in 1892 as one of the state parks of New York, but it
still contains 3.5 million acres (57%) of private lands with a population of 125,000. The
state-owned lands, which occupies 2.6 million acres (43%) of the park, was designated as
forest preserve in 1885. This preserve became protected under the state constitution since
1895. However, there occurred many attempts to change the so-called forever-wild articles of
the constitution. Such process reveals the evolution of ideas of the preserve, from utilitarian
objectives such as water regulation to wilderness preservation. To cope with varied recrea-
tion demands, the preserve was divided into 6 categories by the State Land Master Plan in
1972

On the other hand, the percentage of the private lands in the park had gradually decreased
by the state effort to acquire strategic lands, but securing the all private lands was aban-
doned around in 1900. Reflecting the strong right over the land in the United States, there
existed no regulations except for road-side billboard. As the result, especially after the
Second World War, subdivision of the land for second homes became a serious problem to the
atmosphere of the park. To solve such problems and keep the environment of the park, the
Adirondack Park Agency was created in 1971. The agency established the Adirondack Park
Land Use and Development Plan in 1973 in addition to the State Land Master Plan.
Unfortunately, this radical application created frictions with local residents. After the
reform, ways to coordinate the environmental conservation while activating local economy
has heen searched.






