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Hua Hospital, and further examine their disaster relief activities in Hong
Kong and Canton.

The Dong Hua Hospital was founded in 1869 to provide medical
services for the Chinese population of Hong Kong, however, circumstances
in Hong Kong at that time required other charitable social services. Thus,
the Dong Hua Hospital came to manage the repatriation of emigrants and
the transportation of dead bodies, as well as to organize the raising of
relief funds among overseas Chinese, The Dong Hua Hospital acted as a
pivot in the Cantonese Network, and as such was able to effectively obtain
both reputation and financial resources.

The establishment of the Dong Hua Hospital involved the emergence
of a new local elite which represented the several guilds. As the activities
of the Dong Hua Hospital were extended, the government in Hong Kong
began to fear the influence of Chinese officials.

In the early twentieth century the Dong Hua Hospital worked in
cooperation with the benevolent associations in Canton to provide relief to
disaster victims. As the city of Hong Kong flourished, the Dong Hua
Hospital took the initiative in the management of social services in both

Hong Kong and Canton.

THE ROLE OF IMMIGRANTS IN THE RECONSTRUCTION
OF INNER SUMATRAN ETHNIC IDENTITIES IN THE
EARLY MODERN ERA

HIROSUE Masashi

On the eve of the early modern era, Sumatra became one of the most
prosperous commercial areas in Southeast Asia on the basis of the export
of precious forest and mineral products and pepper. Pasai, Minangkabau,
and south Indian merchants developed commercial networks between ports
and their hinterlands.

When Aceh emerged as a powerful port polity in the sixteenth and

seventeenth centuries, the influence of these merchants was overshadowed
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by the power of Aceh, which at that time placed major Sumatran ports,
except that of south Sumatra, under its firm control. However, Aceh
itself was dependent on the hinterlands from which commercial products
and foodstuffs were supplied to coastal entrepots. Some of the itinerant
merchants involved in this supply network chose to settle in inner agri-
cultural regions.

In order to legitimate their immigration to these inner regions, these
people attempted to construct an ethnic identity by claiming that both they
themselves and the local indigenous peoples were descended from a common
ancestor who had originally lived in Sumatra, and whose descendants had
subsequently spread throughout Sumatra. The Gayo, Batak and Minang-
kabau ethnic identities were reformed around their respective sacred places
where, according to legend, their ancestors had lived.

Although these Sumatran peoples are often described as Proto-Malays
or Deutero-Malays who emigrated to Sumatra very early (ca. 2000 B. C.),
it is highly probable that the ethnic identities of Gayo, Batak and
Minangkabau were reshaped in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries,
Previous studies of immigrants in Southeast Asia have tended to focus
mainly on their role in the introduction of foreign culture to a native
Sumatran world. It is necessary in addition, however, to examine the
other important role of these immigrants in the creation of the “indigenous”

world.

CHRISTIAN ARABS IN THE EARLY ISLAMIC PERIOD:
THE CASE OF THE BANU TAGHLIB

OtA Keiko

My intent in this article is to study the history of non-Muslims living
under Muslim rule, and in particular to analyze that which can be
extrapolated from the history of the Bana Taghlib.  The Bana Taghlib
were one of the most influential tribes of the Rabi‘a coalition. Originally,

they controlled an area in the northeast of the Arabian Peninsula,
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