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24 February 2011

Professor Salman,

THE MIGRATED ARCHIVES : WHAT WENT WRONG AND WHAT LESSONS SHOULD WE DRAW?

1. 1 wasasked to look into the holdings of
files at Hanslope Park, with Terms of Reference at Flag A.

2. To explain why relevant files from these holdings were not (dentified for the purpases of
particular requests, itis genesis v of the “migrated

archives”, }% ’é\
History of i E ~
: % 5
3. hs Britsh dependent terrilories came (0 Independénce decisions had 1o be taken about \z

which papers to destroy, which ta leave for successer adminisirations, and which to ship
back to the UK. The general rule, as set out in a Colonial Office guidance tebegram of 3 May
1961 an the ‘disposal of dassified records and accountable documents’, was that successor
Gavernments should not be gaven papers which:

*  might embarrass HMG Or other Gowernments;

+  might embarrass members of the police, military forces, public servants o others eg
police infarmers;

= might of or

*  might be used unethically by Ministers in the successor Government

In addition "There would be little ofyect in handing over documents which would patently be
of he Stccessor | A great W were destroyed on this
basis, but others were returned to the UK. Thess bacame the so-called ‘migrated archives',
eventualky totalling around 8,800 files,

4. Apart from some highly classified files that were subsequently destroyed or last, which are
the subject of a separate enquiry, the Kenyan archive was stored in 294 bowes of some 1500
files that were sent back in 1963. The papers include, infer alio, Executive Council minutes
from 1939 to 1957, War Council minutes fram 1954 Lo 1961, Council of Ministers minutes
from 1954 10 1963, Intelligence Committee minutes from 1953 to 1961, and a complete set
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of Provingial and District intelligence Summarnies for 1953 1o 1961, The Acting Gouernor
commented at the time that this last series, in particular, could not be made available to
resaarch workers far many years to come, but should nevertheless be preserved because it
contained material of historic value (recorded in LRD's 1981 chronalogy, para B below].
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Colonial administration records (migrated archives): Kenya

After the Anglo-German Agreement of 1886, the area which became Eenya was
administered by the British East Africa, with the Foreign Office assuming control of
the East Africa Protectorate in 1895, In 1920, the territory became the Kenya Colony
under the administration of the Colonial Office. An insurgency against colonial rule,
which became known as the Mau Mau ‘rebellion’, began in Kenya in 1952, causing the
colonial government to declare a state of emergency which Lasted until 1960, Kerya
became an indeg state within the C dth in 1963 and a republic in
1564,

The majority of the files in this relsase date from the 1950 and concemn aspects of
the insurgency and the response of the Kenyan govemment. Many of them originate
in the Kenyan Ministry of African Affairs. These records are in addition to the tranche
of Kenya files in FCO 141 which were released in April 2012.

The files supplement others already held by The Mational Archives, which relate to the
Kenya emergency of 1952-50 and are described in our online catalogue, particularly
in the following serias:

€O 822: Colonial Office: East Africa: Original Comespondence

WO 216: War Office: Office of the Chief of the Imperial Ceneral Staff: Papers
WO 276: War Office: East Africa Command: papers

€0 1066: Colenial Office: Kenya Information Service: Photographs

Council of Ministers

FCO 141/5595-5557, 5609-5610, 5614-5615, 5618-5621, 5626-
5627, 5630, 5638-5640:

Council of Ministers, agenda and memoranda: papers considered by
Council of Ministers on all aspects of administration, many relating
to Mau Mau 1954-58

Mau Mau activity and operations

These files include information about operations against Mau Mau on
the ground, including screening (process of evaluating commitment
of individuals to Mau Mau and of obtaining ‘confessions’) and

denial of resources to Mau Mau, the use of surrendered Mau Mau
activists and about official perceptions of Mau Mau organisation and
activities, They include minutes of District Emergency Committees,
details complaints and allegations against security forces and
statistics relating to the state of emergency, including names and
numbers of individuals held in different types of camps.
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FCO 141/5673-5682: Mairobi Extra-Provincial District Emergency

=
Committee, Rift Valley Province Emergency ;%
Committee, Central Provincial Emergency ]z»&_(
Committes minutes 1952-55 N
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