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Abstract

This paper reconsiders the formation of Maruyama Masao's theory of Japanese fascism by
situating it within his prewar experiences and intellectual engagements. While existing studies
have focused largely on his postwar writings and academic trajectory, they have paid insufficient
attention to how Maruyama personally confronted the prewar fascist order and how his
uncertainties and political choices shaped his later theories. Drawing on newly available materials
from the Maruyama Masao Library, this study reconstructs the concrete interaction between his
thought and the historical conditions of the 1930s. It shows that Maruyama initially explored
possibilities in national socialism, Miki Kiyoshi's “dialectical totalitarianism,” and the anti—fascist
united front centered on the Social Mass Party, reflecting a serious engagement with practical
politics prior to his commitment to postwar democracy. However, the inherent tendency of these
movements toward fascistization, their failure to gain mass support, and Maruyama's own
experience of state repression through detention solidified his anti-fascist orientation. This
prewar intellectual trajectory constituted a decisive foundation for his postwar theory of
Japanese fascism, which combined systemic analysis with critical self-reflection on his own
historical position. Consequently, Maruyama's democratic theory embodied a complex vigilance
against new forms of fascism within democracy itself and a sustained awareness of nationalism'’s
historical legacy in Japan and Asia.

Keywords : Maruyama Masao, Fascism, State-socialism, Postwar Democracy, Beyond the nation
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