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At this time the office of Da-xing ling was renamed Da hong-lu, and the
title Xing-ren reverted to the former Da-xing. Da hong-lu, meaning the
director of the Hong-lu, is thought to have been a some sort of official
title, which had been established in the time of Jing di, under the
jurisdiction of the Dian-ke. Fifthly, thereafter the administration of the
Feudatory Princes became the central responsibility of the office, and after
the office of Supervisor of Dependent Countries had been incorporated into
the office in the first year of He-ping {AIZE in the reign of Cheng di i
7 (B. C. 28), no further major changes were witnessed in the Da hong-lu.
Sixthly, because the offices in jurisdiction Dian-ke had come to be charged
with the Adjunct Marquises and Feudatory Princes due to their involvement
with the administration of credentials El#&, also resulting in their being
involved in administering the statuses of both Han and subject peoples, the
offices thus came to administer elevation to nobility & during the second
half of the Former Han. Seventhly, due to their involvement with the
bestowal and removal of credentials in addition to being charged with both
the administration of subject peoples, the offices within the jurisdiction of
the Dian-ke can be characterized as having been deeply involved in the

fundamental rule of the Qin and Han states.

A CONSIDERATION OF THE HU-BEN BAN-JIAN &
BYigl, THE VARIEGATED SWORD OF SOLDIERS
BRAVE AS TIGERS: TALES OF ORIGINS AND
IMPERIALLY BESTOWED GIFTS AND SPECIAL
PRIVILEGES IN THE HAN AND SIX DYNASTIES

IsHIl Hitoshi

The term en-ci BB refers to the various types of gifts or privileges
bestowed by the emperor on his subjects. Among these gifts and privileges
were special ones called shu-li Zkj& In this article I take up the case of
the Hu-ben ban-jian jBEFI4], a variegated sword of the soldiers brave as

tigers, which is representative of the special privileges bestowed in the Han
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and Six Dynasties periods, and then consider its historical significance.

The term hu-ben fE, literally brave as a tiger, originally designated a
soldier in the emperor’s service, but in the period of the Han and Six
Dynasties ornamental arms bestowed on subjects were given this appella-
tion. The ban-jian Ff#l was a wooden replica of a sword which had been
used at court since Jin Z times. The soldiers, hu-ben, decorated with the
ban-jian, were thus known as hu-ben ban-jian (abbreviated ban-jian).

It is thought that the imperial bestowal of the Hu-ben ban-jian was a
special privilege granted to distinguish Grand Councilors Z£#H who held the
honorary title Bulwark of Government #fEt (or other officials of equally
exalted status) and that the numbers of possessors alloted on one constituted
various status boundaries. The number of the emperor’s hu-ben, Warriors
Brave as Tigers, was conceived as ideally numbering eight hundred.
Those alloted one hundred sword-bearers were situated on the boundary
between the emperor and his subjects, but the bestowal of the even larger
number of three hundred sword-bearers (one of the nine types of awards
J1$%) indicated the recipient was no longer a subject. Thus, the number
bestowed was limited to one hundred for national funeral rites on the basis
of the “the tale of Huo Guang ZEJ” (General-in-chief Serving as
Commander-in-chief XFEAUE of the Former Han), following the Wei
and Jin periods, but, in reality, an upper limit of sword possessors who
might be bestowed on a subject was set at sixty on the basis of the “the tale
of Zhu-ge Liang £E#” (Counselor-in-chief Zk#H of the state of Shu & of
the Three Kingdoms). However, following the period of the alternating
Jin and Song dynasties, this number was limited to those bestowed at
funerals on the basis of “the tale of Wang Hong FEL” (the Grand
Guardian of the Song R). The greatest number bestowed on a living
recipient was forty under Liu Yu Z#, Wu di of the Song, and this number
was further reduced to thirty in the late Southern Dynasties period. On
the other hand, under the Northern Dynasties, Xiao-wen di %7 of the

Northern Wei JtZ#, in what is thought to have probably been an adoption
of Southern practice, soon limited the practice to funeral rites on the basis

of “the Tale of Wei Yuan F45t” (An Elder =% of Northern Wei), and
this practice was continued into the early Tang. The practice of bestowing

hu-ben ban-jian on living recipients ceased with Tai zong’s K58 award to
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Li Shi-min ZE and his brothers, and posthumous awards also ceased
after the Zhen-guan p{#f era.

The numbers of the hu-ben ban-jian bestowed within the hierarchy in
which the emperor stood at the apex indicates that the emperor’s authority
in the Han and Six Dynasties had yet to be established as absolute.
Therefore, the aim of imperial authority to gradually reduce the number of
bestowals on subjects can be understood as an effort to centralize imperial

authority.

METHODS OF ANALYZING SONG POLITICAL RECORDS,
EMPLOYING OFFICIAL RECORDS OF ADMINISTRATIVE
AFFAIRS AND PRIVATE DIARIES

HIRATA Shigeki

The study of the political history of the Song has progressed by
focusing on such privately edited chronicles as the representative Xu zi-ci
tong-jian zhang-bian FEEBERLE of Li Tao 2Z=§8. These historical
chronicles were composed mainly by using official historical records such
as court diaries FEJEYE, records of administrative affairs BFE(EE, daily
calendars HJ&, veritable records E#%, and national histories B%, and
secondarily by using private A% and unofficial histories ¥f52, epitaphs %L
£k and accounts of conduct T4k etc.

In this paper, I have attempted to reconstruct the original sources which
were used in the compilatory process of the privately compiled chronicles,
by means of using the authoritative sources and other original materials
mentioned in the annotations, and also to consider the character of the
compilatory process of political records in the Song and the close relations
between the officially compiled historical records and the political structure
of the Song. The results of these considerations are as follows.

First, in the process of compiling officially edited historical records, a
daily calendar would be compiled on the basis of the court diary and

record of administrative affairs, then a veritable record would be compiled

._7.__



