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A Reconsideration of Contempt for Craftsmen
in Classical Athens

Hinako SUGIMOTO

Since the majority of citizens in Ancient Greece were farmers, most craftsmen were either
foreigners or slaves. Consequently, craftsmen were despised by their contemporaries, notably
by philosophers such as Xenophon, Plato, and Aristotle. There were, however, a small number
of citizen craftsmen.

In this paper, the author first analyzes craftsmen in terms of their mobility. Craftsmen were
able to move freely from one polis to another, and they were equally able to stay in any one polis
as long as was needed. In other words they occupied the world of craftsmen.

The author then discusses the notable word, banausos, which specifically expresses contempt
for craftsmen, but which was used mostly by the philosophers among writers in classical
Athens. According to this analysis, it appears that general citizens despised craftsmen due to
their distrust of the world of craftsmen.

Many craftsmen were able to communicate with the general citizens in classical Athens, and
as they developed a closer relationship, traditional distrust gradually began to fade. It is often
said that the Athenian polis was based on exclusivity, but at the same time it appears to have
been possible for citizens to feel a close affinity with "outsiders" such as the residents of the

world of craftsmen.



