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The periodical change of management style and sustainable factors for urban
bamboo shoot cultivation forests in Otokuni district, Kyoto Prefecture

Keiko Ito*, Ichiro Fujikake* and Yoshiyva Iwar®
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The Otokuni district in Kyoto Prefecture is well known for typical bamboo shoot cultivation area. Through an era
of high economic growth in Japan, the management style of Qtokuni’s cultivation has had to be responded by the
changes of its social environment, development of urbanization, and the inrocads of bamboo shoots from other
districts, This paper shows how Qtokuni district has reacted to those changes as a typical bamboo shoot cultivation
area and explains why bamboo shoot production could be well sustained to the present. The information for this
research was obtained through interviews and questionnaires to producers in the district. As the result, the history
of bamboo shoot cultivation in Otokuni district could be divided into three periods, ie. “the formative period”, “the
scale-down period”, and “the period of change in management style”. Present bamboo shoot producers could be
divided into three groups iLe. : “the auction type”, “the direct transaction type”, and “the self-consumption type”.
Each group differs with the aspect of management scale, vield, number of cuitivation labors, soil conditions, and
location, The main reasons why bamboo shoot production in this district has been successfully sustained are: (i)
discrimination from other district’s products by producing high quality bamboo shoots, (i) mechanization in hard
cultivation methods and organization of labor system, that has led to the reduction of bamboo shoot production
works and to make regulating the environment for non full-time producers to enable the cultivation of high quality

bamboo shoots, and (iii) the establishment of a simplified distribution system that has led to earn greater profits for
producers.
Key words: bamboo forest management, bamboo shoot. urban area, cluster analysis, logit equation modeling
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Note: Producers interviewed are grouped by author.

%: Extreme values are omitted.

ab: 3% significant level at t-test

x.y.z: 10% significant level at t-test
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